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In Essay, designed for common | 
understandings, on the Moral | 
Inability of fallen men. 


Y EXAIAT this should be inder- 

stood by all, is certainly a 
matter of great importance. Of 
this, it concerns the illiterate, as 
well as learned, the young, as 
well as those of riper years, to 
have just conceptions. Line upon 
line, in divers manners, adapted 
to different capacities, on this 
subject, may therefore not be_ 
superfluous. 

It is very necessary that sin- 
ners should be made sensible, 
notonly that they are unable to 
do what God requires of them ; 
but also why they are unable. 
Not only that it is impossible 
for them to fulfil all righteous- 
ness; but also what is the cause 
ofthis impossibility. Not only 
that they have not every kind of 
power, perfectly to keep the 
commandments of God, or truly 
to comply with the gospel while 
unregenerate ; but also that they 
have somekind of power, imme- 
diately todo both, whether re- 
generate or not. A misappre- 





hension concerning cither of 
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these, may be of fatal conse- 
quence. 

On the one hand, as long as 
men imagine that they have 
every requisite capacity to per- 
form their whole duty, or to do 
all that must now be done by 
them, in order to their obtaining 
pardon and eternal life, they will 
feel easy, and be apt to neglect 
a present attention to religion, 
without much coficern: They 
will not be likely to pray in 
earnest, orto watch against sin 
with any anxiety. They will 
neither sec their need of God’s 
working in them, to will or to 
do, nor the necessity of working 
out their own salvation with fear 
and trembling. 

To awaken them out of this 
stupid dream of self-sufficiency, 
the Saviour of men hath there- 
fore given them such alarming 
admonitions as these : “ Except 
a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God: No 
mancan come to me, except the 
Father draw him : Strive to 
enter in at the strait gate ; for 
many, I say unto you, will seek 
to enter in, and shall not be 
able.” And, to cut off effectual- 
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ly from the unregenerate, all | 


hope of obtaining mercy, or of 
finding grace to help, grounded 
on the supp?sed acceptableness 
of any thing they have done or 
ean ever do till created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, an apos- 
tle hath declared, * They that 
are in the flesh, cannot please 
God.” 

But then, on the other hand, 
should any hence conclude and 
be left to believe, that they have 
no power to please God, or to 
know and do his will, such an 
imagination might be equally 
fataltothem. For, in that view 
of their case, how could they 
ever be convinced of sin, or of 
righteousness ? Ofsin in them- 
selves, or of rightcousness in 
God ? How coukl they ever see 
that the wavs ofthe Lord were 
equal, or that their own ways 
were unequal? Ifin fact, men 
had no kind of capacity, any 
more than the horse or the mule 
has, to love and serve God, or 
to repent and believe the gospel, 
certainly, enjoining these things 
upon them could not be reason- 
able ; nor could their not obey- 
ing such injunctions be at all 
criminal. 

Accordingly, when our Savi- 
our had told Nichodemus of the 
necessity ofa man’s being born 
from above, born of the Spirit, 
before he could see the king- 
dom of God, or believe to the 
saving of the soul, and yet had 
told him that for not so doing 
and believing a man was con- 
demned already, he presently 
clears up the matter, and re- 
moves the apparent inconsist- 
ency, by adding ; “ And this is 
the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light. 
because their deeds were evil.” 





In like manner, when the apostle 
Paul says, * They that are in 
the flesh cannot please God,” 
he had jpreviously said why they 
cannot : * Because the carnal 
mind is enmity against God.” 

For these reasons, and from 
such texts as these, divines have 
been led to state, and endeavour 
io explain, a distinction of two 
kinds of inability in mankind, 
essentially diferent. One, they 
have called a vatural inability ; 
because it consists in the want 
of natural powers, talents, or ad- 
vantages : the other, a moral 
inability because it is owing only 
to moral depravity. 

Such is the deficiency of Jan- 
guage, thal many words are am- 
biguous ; being used in different 
senses, on different occasions. 
This is the case respecting one 
ofthe epithets made use of to 
denote the qualities of these two 
kinds of ability. The word na- 
tural, has several acceptations. 
Sometimes it signifies mna/ive. 
By the natural man, is meant, 
man in his native state. Whence 
some may have concluded, that 
whatever inability one brings 
into the world with him, must be 
a natural inability. This, how- 
ever, is not our sense of the 
phrase on the present subject. 
The inability which we call 
moral, it is supposed may be in 
man, and is so, from his nativity. 
We suppose the children of men 
are born morally depraved. It 
was the penitent confession of 
David, “I was shapen in ini- 
quity, and in sin did my mother 
conceive me.” Andthe reason 
given by Christ, why we must 
be the subject of a second birth, 
was this, * That which is born 
of the flesh is flesh.” 

Again, since natural refers to 
nature, being the adjective from 
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jt, some may think, and some 
have thought, that any inability 
which belongs to man’s nature, 
must be a natural inability. But 
neither is this our meaning, in 
the present distinction. The 
inability which we here call 
moral, is supposed to be seated 
in the nature of a sinner. Nor 
is this thought to be using words, 
at all out of their ordinary sig- 
nification. Nothing is more com- 
mon than to confess the sin of 
our nature, Nothing is more 
common thanto speak of cor- 
rufit natures by which, I con- 
ceive. nature morally corrupt, or 
sinful, is very universally meant 
And when a sinner is renewed 


inthe spirit of his mind ; when 


the stony heart istaken out of 
his flesh, and a heart of flesh is 
given him ; when he is created 
after God, in righteousness and 
true holiness, is there not in him 
evidently a change of nature ? 
And yet, isnot this evidently a 
moral change ? 

Iam sensible, indeed, how- 
ever wonderful it may seem, 
both these questions have been 
answered in the negative. Some 
deny that there is any change 
of nature, in regeneration ; be- 
cause they do not believe the 
nature of man is so depraved, 
asto need such a renovation. 
Others deny it, because, ac- 
cording to their philosophy, 
man has no nature tobe changed. 
And indeed, when we come down 
to first principles, or self-evident 


‘propositions, men may deny or 


affirm any thing. They may 
say man is no more than a 
chain of ideas, volitions and ex- 
ercises, without any internal 
cause ; like the tail of a comet, 
should the comet itself be anni- 
hilated, or never have existed. 
‘They may assert that men have 





no permanent character ; and 
can have no accountability. 
That every good thought is 
perfect holiness ; and that every 
evil motion, is total depravity. 
They may affirm that evil ac- 
tions done, will go away into 
everlasting punishment ; and 
good actions only, into life eter- 
nal; the agents remaining as 
they were, in non-entity. With 
men who will admit no princi- 
ples, nothing in nature, it is 
impossible to dispute. 

But, among those who are 
not soentirely out of the reach 
of argumentation : among those 
who are not gone quite beyond 
the utmost verge of all created 
nature : among those who al- 
low and maintain, that there is 
a spiritin man, a heart, a na- 
ture, and those who hold, that 
this spirit, this heart, this na- 
ture, is so totally depraved as 
te need a radical renovation, 
several have denied that this 
can be altogether, if at all, a 
change of the moral kind. Some 
very good old divines, have in- 
sisted that regeneration must be 
a physical work, This they 
have advanced, fearing other- 
wise the Arminian notion would 
follow, of its being effected by 
mora! suasion. But this, it ap- 
pears to me, was a groundless 
apprehension. Is the Almighty 
in need of the help of instru- 
ments and second causes, in all 
his operations, as men are in 
theirs ? Cannot theCreator of the 
ends of the earth quicken souls 
dead in sin, or create men unto 
good works, without the power, 
or proper influence, of any 
means, physical or moral ? This 
great change is effected, I con- 
ceive, in a supernatural manner ; 
by the power of God immedi- 
ately. 
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That regeneration is not a 
change altogether of the moral 
kind, has been concluded, how- 
ever, from the effect itself; if 
not from the necessary matner 
of its production. If a change 
of nature in the subject be sup- 
posed, we have been told, * It 
must be admitted, that so far it 
is physical : for moral quality is 
predicable of the will and affec- 
tions only, and not of that state 
of the soul which is the ground 
ofthem.” But why should this 
be said? In nature, can there 
be nothing of a moral nature ? 
Can there be no difference of 
quality, between the nature of 
moral agents, and the nature of 
soils, or of vegetables, or of irra- 
tional animals? Does not the 
nature of God, comprehend his 
moral perfections ? Are not the 
holiness, the impartial justice, 
and mercifulness of the divine 
nature, moral excellencies. Is 
not God to be adored and loved 
for these, as well as for his holy 
counsels, for his righteous judg- 
ments, and for hisworks of grace 
and mercy ? The psalmist 
thought so, it seems, when he 
said to him, “ Thou art good, 
and doest good.” And when he 
said ofhim, “ Good and upright 
is the Lord ; therefore will he 
teach sinners in the way. The 
meek will he guide in judg- 
ment.” Andisthere no moral 
quality in the disposition of a 
man? Is there no holiness in 
the heart that is upright ; and 
universally benevolent ? In a 
heart fully set in one to do evil, 
is there no sin? In being gosd- 
natured, can there be nothing 
virtuous ? In being #/-natured, 
is there nothing vicious? Our 
Saviour certainly uses expres- 
sions very similar to the word 
nature, when, to illustrate the 
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impossibility of a man’s act. 
ing contrary to his disposition, 
he says, “ A good tree cannot 
bring forth evil fruit ; neither 
can a corrupt tree bring forth 
good fruit.”” And when he tells 
us, in language less figurative ; 
“ A good man, out of the good 
treasure of the heart, bringeth 
forth good things ; and an evil 
man, out of the evil treasure, 
bringeth forth evil things.” 
According to scripture, and 
common speech, and common 
sense, I think we are warranted 
in still making the distinction 
between natural and moral in- 
ability, as it used to be made. 
I think we may yet say, natural 
inability excuses from blame ; 
not admitting, “ This must be 
understood with limitations.” 
Wise men sometimes, and 
the weak very often, are led into 
wrong ideas, on important sub- 
jects, by the ambiguity of words. 
Were it not for this, whether 
we use them with the greatest 
propriety or not, provided we 
duly guard against acceptations 
not intended, and well define 
our meaning, it might be sul- 
ficient. By moral inability is 
meant, that inability which pro- 
ceeds from an evil heart, or 
from the want ofa good disposi- 
tion: By natural inability, that 
which may be owing to any 
thing else. In other words, 
natural inability is the not hav- 
ing a price in one’s hand, to get 
wisdom or do good: Moral in- 
ability is the haying no heart, 
to improve such a price. When 
aman cannot know a thing, or 
cannot doa thing, merely be- 
cause he has not an honest and 
good heart, his inability is of 
the moral kind. When one can- 
not know or do a thing, though 
his heart be perfectly honest 















1806.) Moral Inability of fallen Man. °5 


and good, he labors under a 
natural inability. 

Ifany will say ; after all, this 
is a distinction of no conse- 
quence—Inability is inability. 
What a man cannot do, he can- 
not do—Whether it be owing 
to the want ofa heart, or to any 
other cause it comes to the same 
thing’ True ; as to a real 
impossibility of doing, what one 
is unable to do, it dves come to 
the same thing : but as to ex- 
cusing, it does ot come to the 
same thing. Ifa bad disposition 
were a good excuse, and no 
moral evil, all the wickedness 
inthe universe would be per- 
fectly excusable. Because sin 
cannot be holiness, is it no more 
sin? Because a sinner cannot, 
at the same time, be a saint, is 
heno more a sinner? Or, be- 
cause an evil-minded msn can- 
not get rid of his evil mind, while 
he has no such inclination, is he 
only to be pitied, like one who 
Jabors under an obstinate catarrh, 
or an incurable consumption ! 

The design ofa state of pro- 
bation, and of ail the trials of 
men, is to discover what is in 
their heart. When sin is dis- 
covered there, let it cleave to 
the bottom and all the sides of 
it ever so fast, and let it be ever 
so impossible for them to ex- 
tract it, while they will not let it 
go, God will condemn them ; 
andthey have all the reason in 
the world to condemn them- 
scives. 

True, for affording any relief 
to one dead in sin, or any infor- 
mation how, by his own eflorts, 
he can become alive to God, 
this is a distinction of no conse- 
quence. QOn the contrary, it 
leaves him sensibly, much worse 
than it found him. It found 


increased with goods, and have 
need of nothing ;” it leaves him, 
knowing that he is “ wretched, 
and miserable, and poor, and 
blind and naked.” He was alive 
without it, but when it comes 
fairly into his view, sin revives, 
and he dies. It prophesies no 
good concerning him, but evil, 
no wonder therefore that he 
hates it,as Ahab did Micaiah. 

But, for vindicating the jus- 
tice of God, and magnifying his 
grace; for lowering down the 
loitiness of man, and laying low 
the haughtiness of men, that 
the Lord alone may be ex- 
alted, it isa distinction of great 
consequence. Without admit- 
ting a material difference, in 
point of excusing, between a 
wicked heart, and feeble hands 
or a weak head ; between moral 
depravity, and any natural im- 
pediment, the whole word of 
God, and all his ways to men, 
must appear involved in mid- 
night darkness. His requiring 
absolute perfection, of such im- 
perfect creatures, must seem 
shockingly unreasonable. His 
condemning to endless tribula- 
tion and anguish, every soul of 
man that doeth evil, when doing 
evil is what no soul of man can 


unconditional decrees, of elec- 
tion and reprobation, and his 
having mercy on whom he will 
have mercy, in effectual calling, 
arbitrary, partial, and palpably 
unjust. In such loud murmur- 
ings and bitter complaints, every 
mouth will be open, if all men 
are not saved. But let men 
once know the plague of their 
own heart ; let the evident dii- 
ference between this, and any 
innocent weakness of body or 
mind, be properly scen and felt, 





him saying, “ Lam rich, and 


every mouth must be stopped, 


help, excessively cruel.  Ffis * 
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and all the world be consciously 
guilty before God. Alli the for- 
midable objections against his 
decrees, against his laws, and 
against the gospel of his grace, 
will instantly vanish. Why 
then should this be thought an 
unimportant distinction, by those 
whose heart’s “desire it is, that 
God should be glorified ? 

And, I may add, why should 
it be so thought, if we wish that 
simmers should be saved ? For, 
though it wounds them, and 
seems altogether against them 
at the first, it may do them good 
in the latterend. By driving 
them out of their refuges of lies, 
and hiding places of falsehood, 
it may bring them to see the 
necessity of fleeing for refuge 
to the glorious hope set before 
them inthe gospel. By pulling 
down strong holds, casting down 
imaginations, and every high 
thing that exalteth itself against 
the knowledge of God, it may 
be of essential service, towards 
bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of 
Christ. 

To see one’s self either with- 
out strength, or without excuse, 
is very mortifying : to see both 
at once, must be extreme'y hu- 
tniliating indeed. But both at 
once must be seen by a sinner, 
before either the justice of the 
divine law, or the grace of the 
gospel, can possibly be under- 
stood. And when these are both 
seen, a sinner only wants a good 
heart, to have the light of the 
knowledge of God, in the face 
of Jesus Christ, shine unto him, 
in its ravishing glory. A heart- 
felt conviction of one’s total help- 
lessness, and utter inexcusable- 
ness, at the same time, and in 
the same respects, is therefore 
the last preparatory step, inorder 
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to a sinner’s being brought out 
of darkness, into God’s marve!l- 
lous light, by the renewing of 
the Holy Ghost. 


An attempt to explain several 
of the principal texts, which 
are brought forward by those 
who hold toa Universal Res- 
toration, in sufifrort of their 
system, 


(Continued from vol. vi. p. 91.) 
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* WHEN thy sisters, Sodom, 
and her daughters shall re- 
turn to their former estate, 
and Samaria and her daugh- 
ters shall return to their for- 
mer estate, then thou and thy 
* daughters shall return to your 
* former estate.” Ezek. xvi. 55. 
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HISchapterisa very figura- 

tive and striking description 
of the aggravated wickedness of 
the Jews. ‘They are compared 
to Sodom and Samaria, two ve- 
ry wicked cities, and then are 
declared to be more corrupt than 
they. The greater privileges 
enjoyed by the Jews gave a more 
crimson dye to their sin. Them 
only God knew of all the fami- 
lies of the earth. He did much 
to strengthen their obligation to 
be his, according to the coven- 
ant made between them (see 
ver. 8.) The Lord declares to 
them what a helpless state he 
found them in, what he had 
done for them, and what unkind 
returns they had made him.— 
He then tells them what dread- 
ful judgments they must expect, 
even to be driven out of their 
own land. But the God of Abra- 
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ham does not leave his people 
without a promise of better days. 
ie promises to bring again their 
capuvity, ver.53, and in the 55th, 
ver. he promises that they shall 
iclurn to their former estate. 

The threatening in this chap- 
ter hada partial fulfilment in the 
Babylonish captivity, and the 
promise had a partial fulfilment 
inthe return from that captivity: 
but the threatening had a more 
complete fuliiiment in the des- 
truction of Jerusalem by the 
Romans, and in the consequent 
dispersion of the Jews, which 
has lasted from the first century 
tothe present time. The pro- 
mise, contained in this chapter, 
willbe more fully verified in the 
calling in of the Jews, which is 
an event to be accomplished in 
some future period, between this 
and the end of the world. It is 
clear from the scriptures, as I 
conclude, will be granted on 
all hands, that the Jews as a peo- 
ple are yet to be incorporated 
into the church of Christ. The 
passage, which is now in our 
view, does, among others, prove 
the restoration of the Jews to 
the enjoyment of the privileges 
vi the church of God. 

This text does not mean, that 
those Jews, who have died in 
their dispersions, will be restor- 
ed to their former estate. It 
does not mean, that they are go- 
ing from their graves to Jerusa- 
lem, to live there ; or from hell 
to heaven, to live there. We 
are not to understand a restora- 
tion of the same fersuns to their 
former estate, but a restoration 
of the same nation. A nation 
is considered as living through 
allits successive gener.tions.— 
The Jews, now upon the earth, 
are the same nation they were 





phecy was delivered, but they 
are not the sume frersons. As 
the restoration of Jerusalem to 
her former estate has no reference 
to the salvation of those Jews, 
who have died in their unbelief; 
so the restoration of Sodom and 
Samaria has no respect to the 
restoration of those, who were 
cut off in their sins and sent to 
hell. And if this be one of the 
pillars, on which the Restoration 
system stands, we are ready to 
wonder how any can venture 
their sculs upon it. 

It is evident, that this text has 
no strength to support the sys- 
tem of a Restoration from hell 
torments to the joys of heaven, 
because it refers to something 
which is to take place in (4s 
world, The restoration of the 
Jews, it is agreed on all hands, 
is to take place in this worid ; 
but it appears from the 55d as 
well as the 55th verse, that the 
restoration of Sodom and Sama- 
riais to be /rrevious to the res- 
toration of the Jews. “ When l 
shall bring again their captivity, 
the captivity of Sodom and her 
daughters, and the captivity of 
Samaria and her daughters, ‘en 
willl bring again the captivity 
of thy captives in the midst of 
them.” 

Again, it is evident, that the 
return of Sodom and Samaria is 
an event, which is to take place 
in this present world, because 
upon their return, God promises 
togive themto Jerusalem, that 
is to the Jews, for daughters, 
ver. 61. To give them to the 
Jews for daughters must mean, 
that they should be adopted into 
their church, and have the same 
place, as though they were the 
natural seed of Abraham, and 
so the natural branches of the 
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Is it not reasonable to sup- 
pose, that Sodom and Samaria, 
in this passage, are put for the 
whole Gentile world, as Edom, 
Babylon and Egypt are put for 
all enemies tothe church, whe- 
ther they ever lived in those 
places or not? This supposition 
will make the interpretation cf 
this text easy, and it will per- 
fectly coincide with the scripture 
in general. ‘Tbe Gentiles, which 
for ages had wallowed in the 
sins of Sodom and Samaria, and 
were aliens from the common- 
weaith of Israel, arenow brought 
nigh, andrichly partake of the 
blessing of Abraham. ‘The apos- 
tle, in the 11th chapter of his 
epistle to the church at Rome, 
compares the church of God to 
a good olive tree, and shows, 
that the Jews, for a while, were 
this: olive tree. The conversion 
of Gentiles, he represents, by 
taking branches from a_ wild 
olive and graffing them into this 
good olive. The natural des- 
cendants of God’s covenant peo- 
ple he calls the natural branches 
of the olive, Rom. xi. 21. The 
Gentiles which were converted 
and joined to the church, he 
considers as unnatural or in- 
grafted branches ; or with ano- 
ther similitude in view, as the 
adopted seed of Abraham. And 
is not this precisely the idea 
communicated in the 61st verse 
of this 16th chapter of Ezekiel 
—‘And I will give them unto 
thee for daughters.” Cities, 
when personified, are considered 
as being of the feminine gen- 
der ; therefore these cities are 
said to be given to Jerusalem, 
i. e. tothe Jewish clrurch, for 
daughters. VThey shall be just 
as though they were their own 
children. If ye are Christ’s 
then are ye Abraham’s seed and 
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heirs according to the promise.” 
In the passage, which we are 
attempting to explain, the re- 
turn of Sodom and Samaria is 
to precede the return of the 
Jews, but the return of the 
Jews is certainly to take place 
in this world. To this agree the 
words of the apostle Rom. xi. 
25, 26. “ Bindness in part 
has happened to Israel wit the 
fulness of the gentiles be come 
in. And so all Israel shall be 
saved.” First the Jews were 
Christ’s olive tree, now the 
tree is chicfly made up of gen- 
tiles, but the Jews are to be 
eraffed in again. Then will I 
bring the captivity of thy cap- 
tives in the midst of them.” 
There is a clause in the 6Ist, 
verse of this chapter, which in- 
limates the change of the dis- 
pensation of the covenant, when 
the gentiles should be gathered 
into the sheep fold. © And I 
will give them unto thee for 
daughters, but, not by thy cov- 
ena,” i.e. not under the same 
typical dispensation. The pre- 
sent dispensation -of the cove- 
nant of vrace is called a new 
covenant in the 8th chapter of 
Hebrews. ‘The Ged of Isracl 
promised his ancient church, 
that they should, in a future day, 
have gentiles for children ; 
but intimates that this should 
not be until that peculiar dis- 
pensation, which they were then 
under, should be done away ;—- 
so that they must not expect to 
see converted gentiles living in 
all respects like Jews. Perhaps 
this clause, “dut not by thy cov- 
enant,’? was added to the pro- 
mise, “I will give them unto 
thee for caughters,” to prepare 
the way for this more easy con- 
version of the Jews to the church 
made up of gentiles, and keep- 
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ing up the worship of God, with- 
out paying any attention to the 
ceremonial law. When they 
shall be prepared candidly- to 
search their own scriptures, they 
will find this account of the con- 
ersion of the gentiles answer to 
what they see exemplified before 
their eyes in the reformed gen- 
tile church. I have dwelt on 
this last idea the longer, because 
J think it strengthens the suppo- 
sition, that Sodom and Samaria 
are put for the gentile world, 
which, for a long time, lived 
without God. 

Objection. The literal Sod- 
om is particularly described as 
to her local situation v. 46, and 
asto her character verses 49, 
ands0. The Lordalsodeclares, 
* 'Pherefore | took them away 
as saw good.” They were all 
destroyed, both the city and its 
inhabitants, therefore if Sodom 
is tobe restored to her former 
estate, the very same people, 
who were burned up with fire 
and brimstone, and sent down to 
hell to endure the vengeance of 
everlasting fire, must be restored 
to the blessedness of the upper 
world. 

To this objection we answer : 
Babylon, the seat of the Chal- 
dean empire,was utterly destroy- 
ed before the time of St. John, 
and yet we repeatedly read of 
Babylon in the Revelation, as a 
city to be destroyed in a time 
then future. This, no doubt, 
means something beside the lit- 
eral Babylon, and yet when this 
mystical Babylon is to be por- 
trayed before us, the literal Bab- 
ylon, which stood on the river 
Luphrates,is described. Revel. 
xvi. 12, Compare Rev. xviii. 2. 
With Isa. xiii.1 9-22. When Christ 
spake by parables he described 
the kingdom of heaven by a plain 

Vor. VIL. No. 4. 


Explanation of sundry Scriptures. 
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and natural similitude of things, 
which are familiar to our senses. 
When he would give us clearer 
ideas of the kingdom of heaven, 
by a@ marriage supper, he des- 
cribed nothing but the marriage 
supper. When one thing is 
used to typify another, a des- 
cription of the type is, in reality, 
a description of the thing typi- 
fied. So when in the book of 
Revelation, the destruction of 
mystical Babylon is foretold, it 
is said the river Euphrates is to 
be dried up, that the way of the 
Kings of the east may be pre- 
pared. Also the utter descla- 
tion of spiritual Babylon is des- 
cribed, by her becoming a cage of 
every unclean and_ hateful bird. 
This was literally the case with 
ancient Babylon. 

It is evident from Revel. xi. 
8, that Sodom is used in the 
scriptures, in a sense which is 
not literal. “ And their dead 
bodies shall lie in the street of 
the great city, which spiritually 
is called Sodom, &c.” IfI am 
not right in making Sodom and 
Samaria represent the whole 
gentile world, they must be sup- 
posed to represent some partic- 
ular gentile nations: for it is 
very evident from the passage 
before us, in its connection with 
the whole chapter,thatit is a pro- 
phecy ofsomething which is to 
take place here, upon this stage 
of action, and is not designed 
to give us an account of any 
thine which is to be done in the 
unseen world. 

As to the pbrase, “ return to 
their former estate,” it certain- 
ly must be as difficult to explain, 
on the system which supposes - 
the wicked Sodomites are to be 
brought from the bottomless pit 
to the third heavens, as on any 
other plan : for surely the for- 
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mer esiate of these wicked Sod- 
omites, who were destroyed. 
was not very good. ‘Fhey had 
a fertile plain, which farnished 
them with a fulness of bread ; 
but the Sodomites were certainly 
never holy—they were never 
friends to God. Butas Sodom 
was once rich and prosperous, 
and afterwards utterly over- 
thrown, so when the centile 
world is spiritually called Sod- 
om, its conversion to the church 
of God may be expressed by So- 
dom’s returning to her former 
estate. The first estate of the 
whole human race in our first 
parents was an estate of friend- 
ship and communion with God. 

After the apostacy, the church 
was set up in the family of Ad- 
am, and his whole family were 
at first visibly in it; but when 
Cain slew his brother, he went 
out from the presence of the Lord. 
The Gentiles, as well as Jews, 
were included in the family of 
Noah. Then there was no dis- 
tinctien between Jew and Gen- 
tile—all were in the same ark, 
and professed subjection to the 
trueGod. After this, those, who 
have since been called Gentiles, 
departed from the true God, the 
knowledge of whom they did not 
like to retain, and became idola- 
ters. It is not therefore very 
improper to represent their con- 
version, by a return to their 
Jormer estate. 

Attention to this textof scripture 
Iéads us to this remark, That it 
is dangerous to build an im- 
portant doctrine of our faith, on 
an intricate text. The prophe- 
tic part of the scripture is com- 
monly the most difficult to un- 
derstand, especially for those, 
whose historical and general 
knowledge is much confined. 
Prophecies are often extremely 
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dificult to comprehend, until 
they are €xplained by their ful- 
filment. The text, which we 
have been considering, appears 
to be a prophecy. Its true 
meaning hus been thought to 
be rather cbscare 3; now, to 
build upon a particular expla- 
nation of it, a doctrine, which 
may serve as an opiate to lull 
to sleep millions of sinners, 
whom it highly concerns to be 
awake, is extreme felly and mad- 
N€SSe 
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An Essay on ihe Character of 
lukewarm Chrisiians ; and on 
the reason why they are so odi- 
custo Christ 5; written by the 
late Rev. Lynde Huntingion. 

ERHAPS we shall more 
clearly discern the char- 
acter of the lukewarm, if we 
briefly distinguish them from 
several sorts of persons from 
whom they essentially differ— 

They differ from avowed infi- 

dels and frem the openly immo- 

ral. These are not lukewarm, 
but positively cold. ‘They have 
no appearance of friendship to 

Christ nor even of neutrality in 

his cause. They are open ene- 

mies» Nor can they, whomake 
no pretensions of friendship to 

Christ, be classed with the luke- 

warm, Whatever may be their 

visible character. Ilowever mo- 
ral any may be, and however re- 
gularly they may attend the in- 
stitutions of religion, if they nei- 
ther avow, nor think themselves 
the friends of Christ, they are 
not tobe classed with the luke- 
warm. They also are positive- 
ly coid. Onthe one hand, tlie 
lukewarm differ from all such 
as are openly, or confessedlys 
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the enemies of God; and on 
the other, from all who are his 
sincere and upright friends. 
Ishall now mention several 
characteristics of the lukewarm. 
1. They claim the character 
of Christians, and indulge a flat- 
tering opinion of their own good- 
ness and safety. Some public- 
ly profess friendship to Christ, 
and attend the special ordinan- 
ces of his house. ‘They not on- 
ly think themselves, but would 
he thought by others, the faith- 
ful followers of Christ. Others 
entertain the same honorable 
opinion of themselves, though 
they have never made a pub- 
lic profession of religion. Per- 
haps they secretly compliment 
themselves as less ostentatious 
and assuming than the open 
professor, and especially as more 
prudent in shunning responsi- 
bility and exposure to public 
remarks. But all the luke- 
warm, whether professors or 
not, think favorably of them- 
selves. To the church of the 
Laodiceans it was written— 
“ Thou sayest, Iam _ rich and 
increased with goods, and have 
need of nothing.” 

2. The lukewarm are igno- 
yant and insensible of the deep 
depravity of their hearts. “ Thou 
knowest not that thou art 
wretched and miserable and poor 
and blind and naked.” Inatten- 
tive tothe character and law of 
God, they are blind tothe glories 
of the one, and to the extent and 
spirituality of the other. Hence, 
like the apostle, they are alive 
without the law. They know 
not that the law is spiritual, and 
that they are carnal, sold under 
sin. They bless themselves in 
their own righteousness, though 
they are the servants and bond- 
slaves of Satan. They rejoice in 
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their own security, though their 
feet stand on slippery places, 
and they are, every moment, 
liable to fall into the lake that 
burneth with fire and brimstone, 
and to be tormented day and 
night forever and ever. Though 
in the utmost danger of endless 
woe, they fondly imagine they 
are entitled to the joys of heaven. 
For they know not their wretch- 
edness and misery and poverty 
and blindness and nakedness. 

3. The lukewarm are dis- 
posed, as much as possible, to 
limit their seasons of devotion, 
both as to their frequency and 
length. To these seasons some 
attention must be paid, to quiet 
their consciences, and to main- 
tain their favorable opinion of 
themselves. But lukewarmness 
ill accords with the exercises of 
devotion. These, in their very 
nature, are an avowal of sensi- 
bility and spiritual affection. 
Hence the lukewarm are in- 
clined to render their seasons of 
secret prayer, of reading the 
scriptures and meditation as few 
and as short as they can, and yet 
maintain the fond conceit of 
their goodness and safety. 

4. The religious services of 
the lukewarm are heartless and 
unsatisfactory. The pure and 
exalted pleasures of piety arise 
from fervor and sensibility of 
heart in view of the great and 
glorious objects of faith and 
hope. Habit and a_ stupified 
conscience may make the religi- 
ous duties of the lukewarm 
tolerable, and self-riglhteousness 
may cause them to review their 
devotions with  self-applause. 
But in the performance of re- 
ligious duties the lukewarm 


experience no pleasure and 
satisfaction. They cannot say 


with the holy psalmist—* It is 
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good for me to draw near to 
God. How sweet are thy words 
to my taste ; yea, sweeter than 
honey tomy mouth ! How ami- 
able are thy tabernacles, O Lord 
of Hosts ! My soul longeth, yea, 
even fainteth for the courts of 
the Lord.” The lukewarm are 
so far from having such fervent 
affections and high delight as 
are expressed by the psalmist, 
that they imagine abelicf of such 
affections in the duties of reli- 
gion isan evidence of enthusi- 
asm, if not of distraction. 

5. The lukewarm have no 
anxious concern for the honor 
and prosperity of the church, 
and the salvation of souls. They 
cannotsay, “ If I forget thee, 
O Jerusalem, let my right hand 
forget her cunning. IfI do not 
remember thee, let my tongue 
cleave to the reof of my mouth ; 
ifI prefer not Jerusalem above 
my chief joy.” They can be- 
hold their families and friends 
and neighbors visibly living 
without hope and without God 
in the world, and treasuring up 
to themselves wrath against the 
day of wrath and revelation of 
the righteous judgment of God, 
and yet feel little or no concern, 
and make no exertions for their 
salvation. ‘They are as unafiect- 
ed with the sins of others, as 
they are ignorant and insensible 
of their own sins. They can 
stand in the way of sinners, and 
sit in the seat of the scornful. 
They are not grieved when they 
behold transgressors, nor do 
rivers of waters run down their 
eyes because men keep not God’s 
law. The profane and ungodly 
feel no restraint in their presence, 
and are never put out of coun- 
tenance by their bold and faith- 
ful reproofs. If the lukewarm 
are found in the church, and are 
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under solemn covenant vows to 
watch over their brethren, and 
to maintain the discipline of 
Christ’s house ; to keep these 
vows is the least of their con- 
cerns. ‘They can see the church 
scandalized, and the Saviour dis- 
honored by his professed friends, 
without opening their mouths, 
or moving a hand to purify and 
reform. As to the interests of 
religion, they are without life 
and vigor. 

6. The lukewarm are dis- 
pleased with zeal and affection 
in others. If their displeasure 
be not openly manifested, it is 
secretly felt. ‘They must con- 
demn the zeal and fervor of 
others, to justify their own apa- 
thy and lukewarmness. Indif- 
ference is an enemy to zeal. 
The lukewarm often impute the 
zeal of others to weakness, or to 
wrong views of religion, or toa 
want of judgment and prudence. 
But when the flame of love and 
zeal in sincere Christians burns 
pure and bright, and exhibits 
such light to the consciences of 
the lukewarm as excites a pain- 
ful fear that all their hopes are 
a deceitful dream ; their luke- 
warmness is sometimes ex- 
changed for an unhallowed heat. 
They can no longer maintain a 
torpid, indifferent spirit. They 
impute the ardor and activity of 
sincere Christians, not to weak- 
ness, or mistake, or mere im- 
prudence ; but to hypocrisy, or 
pride, or self-sufficiency. 

7. The lukewarm are not 
pleased with such books and 
such preaching as distinguish 
between true and false religion, 
and enforce the duty of self-ex- 
amination. Such instruction con- 
demns their vain pretensions and 
delusive hopes. Ifreligion con- 
sist essentially in the vigorous 





On the Character of 


exercise of holy affections, the 
lukewarm certainly do not pos- 
sess it. They are pleased, to 
hear an attendance on the forms 
of religion recommended and 
enforced 5 but they do not love 
to hear that they must be pure 
in heart, and that their affections 
mustbe constantly and supreme- 
iy devoted to God. They can 
bear discourses which are mere- 
ly speculative and argumenta- 
tive; but are wounded and dis- 
custed by such as are experi- 
imental and discriminating. 

8. The lukewarm have little 
faith in what is called a work of 
erace in the heart, and in the in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit in 
convincing, renewing and sanc- 
tifying the soul. If they ever 
professed to believe in these 
things,as lukev. armness prevails, 
they are disposed to view them 
as enthusiastic, or superstitious. 
With the lukewarmness and in- 
sensibility, which they conceive 
tobe consistent with true reli- 
gion, they can see no need of the 
enlivening power and grace of 
the Holy Spirit to quicken and 
yrepare the heart for the duties 
of religion, and to maintain the 
fervor of holy affections. 

Ifaving mentioned several 
distinguishing characteristics of 
the lukewarm, I pass to assign 
the reasons why they are so 
odious and offensive to Christ. 

“ So then because thou art 
lukewarm, and neither cold nor 
hot, I will spue thee out of my 
mouth.” The lukewarm charch 
of Laodicca were as disgusting 
and odious to Christ as the most 
nauseating substance to the 
stomach. He says—* I would 
thou wert cold or hot.’’ He in- 
limates that in his view they 
were even worse than the openly 
and confessedly wicked. He 
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would choose to see positive 
coldness and open opposition, 
rather than their hypocritical 
friendship and lukewarmness. 
But why are the lukewarm so 
hateful to Christ ? Because, 

1, They cast contempt on ob- 
jects of infinite excelience and 
importance. To be Jukewarm 
as to the excellence and giory of 
the divine character, to be un- 
affected with the wonders of re- 
deeming love, to be indiffcrent 
about the favor and displeasure 
of the Almighty, to be unmoved 
in view ef the cternal joys of 
heaven and the eternal sorrows 
of hell, is practically despising 
these objects. Lukewurmness 
in regard to objects of infinite 
iinpertance—is so disproportion- 
ed and absurd, that it has the 
appearance of mockery and con- 
tempt. Hence it is, in the high- 
est degree, offensive to Christ, 
whose character and cause de- 
mand and deserve the supreme 
regard and the warmest attach- 
ment of every heart. 

2. Lukewarmness in religion 
isthe worst kind of hypocrisy. 
Itisa pretension of friendship 
where none is felt. The luke- 
varm avow themselves the dis- 
ciples of Christ and say—Lord, 
Lord; but im their hearis they 
despise him, or do not intend to 
treat him as their Lord and 
Master. They sit before him 
as his people, they hear his 
words, they speak to him in 
prayer and praise, but their 
hearts are withho!lden—going 
after their covetousncss and 
other forbidden objects. They 
have a name and profess to live, 
but are dead. They say they 
are Jews and are not, but do lic. 
This hypocrisy renders them 
loathsome in the sight of the 
living and true God. 
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3. The lukewarm indulge a 
dangerous, pernicious delusion. 
Their notion of religion disarms 
the law of its awakening and 
convicting power. None are 
so difficult to enlighten as they 
who are wise in their own con- 
ceit. None areso hard to con- 
vict as the self-righteous. Ac- 
cordingly Christ declares that 
publicans and harlots shall enter 
into the kingdom of God before 
the self-righteous and self-con- 
ceited. Their delusion is not 
only infinitely dangerous and 
commonly fatal to themselves, 
but highly pernicious to others. 
They neither enter into the 
kingdom of God themselves, nor 
suffer such as are entering to 
zo in. Their views and conduct 
are very ensnaring. Multitudes 
are predisposed to embrace the 
Views, and imitate the conduct 
of the lukewarm. The zeal and 
sclf-denial of true religion is 


wounding to the stupidity and 
selfishness of the unconverted. 
But the example of the luke- 
warm never condemns the prac- 
tices of the ungodly, nor wounds 


the carnal heart. The world 
can bear their religion, and are 
emboldened by their example to 
proceed in the neglect of the 
things which belong to their 
everlasting peace, until they are 
for ever hidden from their eyes. 
Ifthe lukewarm made no pre- 
tensions to religion, none would 
look to them for an example, and 
none would be destroyed through 
their delusions. But as they not 
only destroy themselves, but are 
the means of destroying others, 
they are hateful to him whodied 
forthe salvation ofimmortalsouls. 

4..The lukewarm disregard, 
or pervert and wrest the holy 
scriptures. Their views and 
feelings and conduct are a con- 
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stant denial and contradiction of 
the truth as it is in Jesus, and as 
it is taught in the oracles of 
God. Would they openly avow 
their hatred of Christ, and their 
opposition to true religion, they 
would be consistent. But they 
betray the Son of man with a 
kiss. Under the most confident 
profession of religion, they most 
effectually oppose the cause of 
Christ, and serve the interest of 
Satan. Hence they are more 
odious and offensive to Christ 
than his avowed enemies. Hence 
he says to every lukewarm soul 
—*“ ] would thou wert cold, or 
hot. So then because thou art 
lukewarm, and neither cold, nor 
hot, I will spue thee out of my 
mouth.” 

He that hath an ear to hear 
let him hear what the spirit saith 
unto the church of the Laodi- 
ceans. Let noone, whois luke- 
warm and neither cold nor hot, 
imagine that he is rich and in- 
creased with goods and has need 
of nothing, while he is wretched 
and miserable and poor and 
blind and naked. 

Let every one hear and obey 
the counsel of the Amen, tle 
faithfuland true witness—who 
says— I counsel thee to buy 
of me gold tried in the fire that 
thou mayest be rich ;_ and white 
raiment that thou mayest be 
clothed, and that the shame’ of 
thy nakedness do not appear ; 
and anoint thine eyes with eye- 
salve that thou mayest see.” 

—_——2 +e 
The Religious Remembrancer, 
extracied chieflu from the wri- 

tings of ancient, eminent di- 

vines. 


No. I. 


EMEMBER that there isa 
God, who made, preserves, 
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wold maintains you, without 
whom you cannot live, who hath 
eiven you at holy and righteous 
aW, by which you must be gov- 
mee at present, and judged 
hereafter ; so that you are not 
ut liberty to de, speak or think 
as vou will, but are bound to 
know, obey, love, worship, serve, 
and glorify him, whois your 
chief end, and is willing to be 
vour eternal happiness. 

' God is a being of incompre- 
Nensible greatness and majesty, 
of transcendent holiness and pu- 
vity’ of infinitely glorious and 
emiable excellences; he is most 
worthy of our humble obedience 
und choicest affections, and 
most able to reward them. It 
is our life and blessedness, and 
must be our study and busi- 
ness, to love and please him ; 
ifour affections are placed upon 
ether things more than him, 
they are misplaced ; and it will 
never be well with us until we 
know him better and love him 
more ; and herein it concerns 
us especially to see to it, that 
we are sincere, as the very life 
and being of true religion con- 
sists in it; without which all 
our holy duties avail not. Cer- 
tain it is that whatsoever we 
place our chief love and confi- 
dence upon, we make a God un- 
tous; andif we love not the 
true God above all things, we 
highly affront his glorious good- 
ness and majesty, and treat him 
notasGod. Now since so much 
depends upon this, it becomes 
us very seriously to try where 
our love isplaced ; if upon God, 
we shall be very careful to 
please him, and cautious of of- 
fending him; we shallbe fre- 
quently and diligently thinking of 
him, and studying his word, in 
erder to know his excellences, 





and be acquainted with his will ; 
the hopes of being interested in 
his favor, and living in his pre- 
sence in heaven, in the perfec- 
tion of holiness and love, will be 
more desired by us, than all the 
tiches, honors or pleasures of 
this world. But how can any 
say that they love God, when 
they care not how little they 
think or speak of him ; have no 
delight in his service, or zeal 
for his honor and glory ; but 
can hear and see his name dis- 
honored, his gospel derided, his 
laws contemned, his holy day 
profaned, and every thing that 
bears a resemblance to his mo- 
ral image, of holiness, right- 
cousness and truth, despised, 

without any grief of mind, or 

indignation of heart ? How can 
they pretend to be lovers of God, 
who are lovers of pieasure more 

than God ; and love and pursue 

the praise of men, more than 

the approbation and favor of 
the glorious majesty of heaven 

and earth? Who, when the 

practice of any religious duty, 
or the forbearance of any sin is 

likely to expose themtothe sneers 
of the vicious, will rather injure 
their consciences, and incense 
their God, than venture the scofis 
of a sinful worm ? Let us hearken 
to conscience, and suffer it to do 
ics office faithfully, that we may 

grow wiser by its reprools.—- 
You know what it is to love your 
friends, your pleasure, your mo- 
ney ; do you, by as true and fuil 
expertence, know what itis to 
love God? As the worship of 
this great and glorious God, is 
what we are ofien employed in, 
and by which he is more honor- 
ed or dishonored, than by most 
other actions of our lives ; if we 
have any knowledge of, or res- 
pect to God, it will influence us 
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to do it in the best manner we 
can ; it will teach us, whenever 
we engage in God’s holy wor- 
ship, whether in secret, in the 
family, or in public, to perform 
it with humble reverence, and 
strict attention of mind, and ex- 
cite in us admiring thoughts 
and dutiful wills, ingenuous fear 
and bumble faith, cheerful 
praises, and profound adorations, 
as being an infinite and pure 
spirit, always present with our 
minds, knowing the most secret 
and retired th oughts of our 
hearts, and observing the dispo- 
sition and behavior of all those 
that worship him. ‘The success 
of our worship Gepends upon 
our behavior in it; we are do- 
ing a work by which we shall 
be made better or worse. God 
will be either honored or af- 
fronted, our souls comforted and 
purified, or hardened and stupi- 
fied; and the word of God 
made either the savor of life or 
death to every soul that hears it. 
Let us have grace, therefore, 
that we may serve God accept- 
ably, with reverence and Godly 
fear, since our God is a con- 
suming fire to all imperitent 
triflers with him; but the boun- 
tiful rewarder of all that lumbly 

and diligently seek him. 


No. If. 
SMBER that 


REM man at 


first made holy and happy, by | 


his disobedience to God, is 
come sinfal and miserable ; 
greatly disposed to evil, and 
averse to that which is goad ; 
whereby he has rendered him- 
scif odious to the infinite purity 
and holiness of God, and lies 


under the just condemnation of 


hisriehteous law; so that if he 
dies in that state, he is undone 
for cvcr. 
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It is most certain that the ny. 
tural disposition of man is sin. 
his mind blinded, his affections 
greatly disordered, his con- 
science defiled 5 and obstinate 
self will, and alienation of mind 
ivom God and his holy and spiv- 
itual law, rans through the hu- 
man race : andit is as certain 
that, while men continue in this 
state, they are utterly incapable 
of being happy in God, are un- 
der his awfal aneer and curse, 
and subject to all miseries in 
the present Jife, and eternal per- 
dition after death. Men indecd 
move about senseless and jovial, 
in this deplorable state, and are 
either unconcerned about the 
consequence of death, or deceiv- 
ing themselves with false hopes 
of happiness afier it, and this ari- 
ses from their insens'bility and 
stupidity ; but their hopes are 
such, that God must deny his 
glorious perfections of wisdom, 
truth, justice, and holiness, and 
falsity the unalterable declara- 
tions of his most sacred word to 
accomplish : and yet, how dif- 
ficult is it to persuade them to 
let go these false and iniquitous 
hopes, that they may build their 


expectations of happiness upon 
;a foundation that will bear the 


-OUs tik: il of (so d, 
wad stand unreproved by him 
at the solemn judyment day! 
Look within, wahappy sinner, 
and rememer that conscience 
is registering all thy sins, which 
though they now lie forgotten 
and uno served, will go with 
thee to the judgment of God, 
and be a thousand witnesses 
avainst thee. Consider all the 
instances of thy contempt of the 
holy God, and rebellion against 
him ; all the atheism and irreli- 
gion that are in thy heart ; the 
swarms of evil thoughts that 
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rise in thy mind like the scum 
ofa defiled vessel, and shew the 
corrupt fountain from whence 
they flow; recollect all thy 
blasphemous and unbelieving 
thoughts ; thy adulterous, covet- 
ous, and injurious thoughts ; 
thy proud, revengeful, and en- 
vious thoughts ; consider the 
instances of thy sabbath-break- 
ing, profaning the holy name 
of God, neglect of his worship, 
and irreverence in it ; thy for- 
getfulness of God, and enmity 
against him; thy unmerciful- 
ness, uncharitableness injustice, 
and falsehood ; thy. istemper- 
ance; lust, and passion ; all the 
sins thou hast committed in the 
relations of a husband or wife, 
parent or child, master or ser- 
vant ; and these and mary 
others aggravated by being done 
against knowledge and the means 
of it, the remonstrances of con- 
science, the reproof of friends, 
the afflictions of God to warn 
thee, and his blessings to allure 
thee ; with deliberation, con- 
tinuance, and delight. Review, 
I say, thy soul under the con- 
demnation of all these crimes 
unrepented of and unpardoned, 
and think what a sad and miser- 
able state those must be in, who 
are under the power and guilt of 
such numerous and complicated 
sins ; surrounded by the pre- 
sence of an omnicient and angry 
God ; hanging over everlast- 
ing burnings, by the slender and 
brittle thread of life, which 
death may snap asunder the 
next moment, and introduce in- 
to the society of devils and 
damned spirits, for ever. 


(To be continued.) 
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Memoirs of Mrs. Sarah Wood- 
ruff. 


RS. Sarah Woodruff was 

born at Lebanon June 17, 
1757 ; both her parents were 
persons professing godliness ; 
but her mother dying while she 
was young, the care of her edu- 
cation fell chiefly on her grand- 
parents, oy whom every atten- 
tion was paid, to impress her 
mind early with a sense of moral 
obligation, and to instruct her in 
the great doctrines of Christi- 
anity. 

Nothing materially different 
from other youth, appeared in 
her deportment, until she ar- 
rived to the period of 17 or 18 
years ; when by the influences of 
the Holy Spirit, she was brought 
under a deep concern for her 
soul. Her convictions were 
strong and steady, and her dis- 
covery of light proportionably 
joyful. Soon after, she was ad- 
mitted as a member of the 
Christian church, and ever after 
appeared a steady and affection- 
ate follower of the Lamb of 
God. 

About the age of 21 she was 
married to Mr. Jonathan Alden, 
a man of piety ; who was, a few 
years after, lost at sea. About 
a year after this, she was called 
to part with one of her children. 
During this repeated and severe 
affliction, she exhibited such re- 
signation to the will of God, as 
commanded the attention, and 
procured the esteem of all her 
acquaintance. About this time 
she was again married to Mr. 
Hezekiah N. Woodruff, who 
was afterwards ordained Pastor 
ofthe first Church of Christ in 
Stonington. 

Her natural temper was cheer- 
fulfand her deporiment spright- 
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ly. In the social circle, her 
conversation was lively and in- 
structing ; but in the religious 
peculiarly edifying. She pos- 
sessed an uncommon. acquaint- 
ance with the doctrines of grace, 
and with the holy scriptures. 
She was happily qualified for the 
discharge cf the dutics ef do- 
mestic life; afid here her vir- 
tues were most eonspicuous. 
Her deportment to her husband 
Was at once, respectful, and en- 
dearing. She taught her chil- 
dren to rise up before their 
father and call him blessed. 

The stranger, she received 
with cautiousness and hospi- 
tality, and the poor never depart- 
ed fromthe door of her house 
empty. She lived religion, and 
exhibited the power of its con- 
solations, by resignation under 
the loss of friends : among whom 
were ahusband and four chil- 
dren. But especially under her 
bodily complaints, which were 
very many and severe. In her 
last sickness, which continued 
for the period of more than five 
years, her Christian graces 
shone the brightest. Heaven 
seemed to beam upen her ; and 
she often conversed of death, 
judg rmeit, and eternity, with the 

eatest composure. She was 


noes heard to utter a word of 


complaint, although her distress 
was often sogreat as to threaten 
immediate dissolution. She of- 
ten expressed her heavenly 
mindedness, and her entire con- 
fidence in_ the love of Christ. 

The following instance which 
occurred at a period, when her 
life was not expected but fora 
few days, may serve as a speci- 
men of some of her joyous sea- 
sons. 

One morning just at the dawn 
of day, she awoke her husband, 
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who had been a little while 
asleep by her side, by say ing, my 

dear, are you asicep ! I know 
you ; are Weary and need rest: 
you have shared with me the 
sorrows of the night, IT want 
you should partake with me in 
the | Joys of the morning. This, 
said she, has been by far the 
happiest morning of my life. J 
have thought in times past, that 

I have received sensible com- 
munications from the Spirit of 
the Lord. But this exceeds 
them ail. I have not been asleep 
since you lay down. But | 
have be n filled with the pre- 
sence of my Saviour. © ! the 
love of Christ, when he is shed 
abroad in my heart! the ange! 
which has filled me with his 
presence, has watched over your 
slumbers,and perhaps has caused 
youto sleep, that my felicities 
might not be disturbed. Yes, it 
has appeared to me, as if my 
Saviour stood before me; and 
the angels of God were ascend- 
ing and descending, continually. 

Yet I have seen nothing with 
my bodily eyes. But * surely 
the Lord is in this place,” this 
has been to me none other than 
the house of the Lord and this is 
the gate of heaven.” It appear- 
ed fants impossible that Ged 
could manifest himself in such 
a manner to his children, in such 
a wicked place. But then said 
she, that is the place where they 
most need his presence. Hence 
we have the promise of the Sa- 
viour : I wiki love him, and will 
manifest myself to him. So it 
is that he manifests himself 
unto us, as he does not unto the 
world. Here after a short pause, 
she secmed to kindle into a rap- 
turous strain; and said, How can 
a soul with such foretastes as 
these, be willing to return to the 
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tuilsome burdens of a deceitful 
world—But I am resigned to 
the willof God. And repeated, 

« My willing soul would stay, 

In such a frame as this, 

And sit and sing herself away 

To everlasting bliss.” 

Oh! if God should continue 
such seasons of refreshment, 
we should be totally unfit for the 
discharge of the duties of time 
and sense! Here her husband 
replied, that Ged had ordinarily 
reserved such seasons of refresh- 
ment for the saints, on their near 
approach to death, and observed 
that the full enjoyment of God, 
from her, was perhaps not far 
distant. She replied, I am en- 
tirely resigned to go or stay. 
My soul is all praisc—I see God 
in every thing.—The first thing 
which struck my mind this 
morning was, hearing the cocks 
crow, I said, who taught these; 
birds to know the approach of 
morning light. I saw that it 
was God; my heart was enlarged 
and my mouth was filled with 
praise. Her husband observed, 
that in all probability this season 
would not continue long, he there- 
fore hoped in her near approach 
to God, she would pray for him, 
his children and for the Church 
of Christ. She replied, I have 
not so much as once thought to 
pray. I have been all praise. 
Some mention being made of 
the family, she replied, God 
knows best what to do with his 
creatures. Tam resigned. He 
will dispose of them to his own 
glory. I desire to have my will 
wholly swallowed up in him. 
She further observed, I have had 
a most delightful sense of the 
forgiveness of God, and know 
that my sins are forgiven. For 
to whum much is forgiven the 
same loveth much. And I have 
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been enabled to forgive all my 
enemies, and I hope that God 
will forgive them too, if it is 
consistent with his glory : God 
will de right. After this she 
recovered, and her strength was 
restored so far, that she con- 
unued many months. During 
which period she had many very 
exalted views of the character 
and moral government of God, 
and expressed the strongest con- 
fidence in the Saviour. 

In the summer season of 18053, 
she journeyed to Coventry to 
spend a few wecks with her 
daughther who was married 
and settled there, while her hus- 
band took a journey to Philia- 
delphia and its vicinity. Her 
husband who was absent, and 
her children, who were left at 
Stonington, seemed to occupy 
many of her thoughts ; but still 
they drew not her keart from 
heaven. During the summer, 
her communion with God was 
frequent and remarkable, and 
her patience and resignation was 
to the astonishment of her ac- 
quaintance. The following is a 
paragraph in a letter from her 
son in law to her husband. 
‘“ Mother appears to enjoy most 
of the time a sweet resignation 
to the divine will, and a hoiy de- 
light in the divine government. 
Sometimes when she is in the 
greatest distress of body, her 
soul seems to be filled with 
raptures of joy. Itrustshe is a 
pious woman and ready for 
death. Comfort yourself with 
these reflections. I take abund- 
ant delight in conversing witi 
her, when God appears to 
draw nigh to her soul by his 
special presence.”—She would 
frequently say, I know that my 
Saviour loves me, and some- 
times added, for he hath giver 
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himself for me, and I shall be 
his. As she drew towards the 
close of life, she would often call 
her son to converse about death. 
He would ask her whether she 
‘was afraid to die, she said no, 
I am neither afraid to die, nor 
to be dead: but I know nothing 
about dying. 

Her husband and children ap- 
peared to be the great objects 
of her earthly affection, and 
about them she continued to 
converse, until about a fortnight 
before her death; when she 
received a letter from her hus- 
band, stating, that he should be 
with her, God willing, on the 
fifteenth of September. But 
this was not the will of God; 
for he was taken sick more than 
300 miles distant from her, the 
day that she received the letter 
at Coventry. With this letter 
in her hand she sat down, and 
appeared to have some conflict ; 
which was noticed by those 
around her: rising from her 
seat she laid the letter down, 
saying, Ishall never see my dear 
husband, any more on the land 
of the living—I shall never see 
him any more ; nor one of my 
children. I now give them up 
to God. Her friends expostu- 
Jated with her, that the time was 
near when he was to be ex- 
pected, and that her children 
were near, and could be brought 
to her, any time, at her direc- 
tion. But she repeated the de- 
claration, and said, I have now 
given them up to God for ever ; 
I have nothing more to do with 
them; I have done with them : 
Calmly adding, and I shall never 
see one of them again. Being 
enquired of whether any of them 
should be sent for, she said no. 
And from that time was never 
heard to mention one-of their 
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names, nor suffer a letter frorn 
them to be read in her hearing, 
nor even suffer others to speak 
of them to her, without rebuke. 

About a week before her 
death, though she could still 
walk the room, which she con- 
tinued till the last day of her 
life, she requested her daughter 
to help her into the chamber, 
where she observed, she should 
be out of the way. Her daugh- 
ter replied with some concern, I 
hope mamma does not think she 
isin the way. She looked upon 
her with a cheerful counten- 
ance, and said, child, I am going 
to die in a few days, and you 
will have a great concourse of 
people, and many friends—and 
your house is not convenient to 
have me below; there I shall 
be out of the way, and there I 
must xo. A short period after 
she retired to her chamber, she 
called for her trunk, and took 
out those things which would 
be needful for her interment, 
and ordered her trunk to be set 
aside. A day or two after this 
she directed that her children 
should be sent for to be present 
at her funeral. And _ having 
given the necessary directions 
for the journey, she said, now 
I have done with the world. I 
have nothing to do, but to wait 
my Master’scall. Afterthis she 
appeared perfectly calm and said 
little or nothing, until the mo- 
ment of death—when she was 
only heard to say, Is this death’ 
Can this be death? I am sure! 
never knew.—And this but just 
time enough, for her friends to 
gather round her bed, to see 
her, without a struggle or a 
groan, breathe her soul out into 
the hands of her dear Lord, 
who after a long and a most 
distressing train of sufferings 
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called her home to rest, on the 
14th of Sept. 1803. 

She departed this life in the 
47th year of her age, having 
been the mother of 1! children 
—she left a husband and 7 chil- 
dren to mourn her loss. 


Letter from an Aunt to a Niece, 
under religious impressions. 


Northampton, April 6th, 1806. 


MY DEAR NIECE, 


HAVE wanted to write to 

you ever since the death of 
your father. An cpportunity 
now presents. Death has a 
third time come into your fam- 
ily, and demanded its victim ; 
twice has he taken an infant 
for his prey, and loudly called 
upon you all to be ready, for 
with his times, and his seasons 
you are yet unacquainted ; the 
third time coming he took your 
parent, and I hope and trust, 
that he has gone to partake of 
the joys and blessedness of a 
once crucified but now glorious 
Saviour. You are now called 
upon to put in practice all the 
good instructions he ever gave 
you, not by your father, his 
voice will never again sonnd 
in your ears in this life, but by 
amuch more powerful voice, 
the voice of the Spirit—the 
lToly Spirit, see you quench it 
not, nor despise its calls. The 
Saviour—the blessed Saviour, 
who was wounded for our tvans- 
gressions—who was bruised for 
our iniquities—whose side has 
been pierced most deeply with 
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while your heart is yet tender 
from the loss of your father, 
calling upon you by his Holy 
Spirit of love to be reconciled to 
God. He has shewn you a little 
of the evil nature of sin ; that it 
exposes you, being a subject of 
sin, tothe wrath of a justly in- 
censed God; for God is of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity. 
What then can you do? you feel 
(or at least I hope you do) that 
you have no good thing in you— 
that you are all over sin—and 
that ifyou remain in this state 
you must be for ever miscrable. 
In this situation sinners are 
sometimes brought almost to 
despair of the mercies of God— 
and in fact to be anggy that God 
will not give them comfort— 
and so unreasonable are they 
and provoking to God, as to 
question with themselveswhether ~ 
they had not better for the sake 
of present ease go back and em- 
brace their old open sins, and 
defy the wrath of the Almighty. 
But beware, lest you tempt the 
Spirit to withdraw its divine in- 
structions. God has commis- 
sicned his Spirit to teach you to 
prepare your heart to receive 
a noble guest ! Be astonished, 
O ye heavens, at the infinite 
goodness and long-suffering of 
God !—You must be taught 
what you need—you must be 
brought to see that you in a 
state of nature have never done 
any thing to the honor and glory 
of that God of whom you are 
asking infinite mercies—even 
eternal life—an immortal crown 
of glory. But you are still (if in 





a stateofnature)rebelling against 
\his laws. Weare very hard to 
| learn—you must remember my 
dear niece, that the earth must 


| have a great deal done to it 


pur grievous sins—is now, even! before it is fit for the reception 
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of seed for our common bread. 
To the savages of the wilderness 
who never saw acivilized coun- 
try, the work of a good farmer 
must appear very sirabye ; to 
see the lofty trees of the forest 
hewn down and piled in heaps 
all over the lot to be burnt, 
then many ofthe roots forcibiy 
dragged out of the bosom of the 
earth, which till now had beea 
concealed, in qrder to make 
way for still further operation 
before the seed is sown—for you 
must be sensible that the earth 
is still unfit for seed—and shouid 
an unskilful hand in haste to see 
the corn thrive, or an idle one 
who was unwilling to bestow 
further labor, in such a state 
of the earth, throw on the good 
seed (for it could not be cast in) 
what wouid it avail ?’—The fowls 
ofthe air would gather it and 
all the labor together with the 
sced would be lost. Slight not 
the comparison of the earth with 
our hearts—but remember it 
was drawn by the Saviour of 
sinners whocultivates our hearts. 
If we will endure cultivation, 
we must be made sensible of 
our sinful state—we must be 
also sensible that our sins are 
arainst the great Lord cfheaven 
and earth. His Spirit must 
operate in such a manner as to 
prepare the heart for the recep- 
tion of the bicssed ‘prrit, and 
to be capable of rejoicing in the 
glorious displays of God’s infinite 
perfections which he is about to 
make to the sinner. You must 
be sensibie of your darkucss, or 
you cannot feel what an infinite 
mercy God bestows upon you. 
when he brings you into his 
marvellous light. You must wait 
puiently for God to do his work 
as he sees fi-—!'egeing and in- 
treating him to do with you and 
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for you, as is most for his own 
gtory and your sonl’s good— 
tor he willeti not the death of 
a sinner; but rather that he 
should repent and live. Had 
God been seekine the destruc- 
tion of sinners huis Son micht 
have been spared that cruel and 
ignoimnousdeath. Had the Son 
beeu unwilling to save, he might 
heve remained in the bosom of 
hsv athersurrounded with glory, 
‘tustead of coming into this 
iower world, to be cast out and 
rejected of men, and to be 
treated with the coldest con- 
tempt, while he was sufferin: 
all he suffered, that rebellious 
man might be prevailed upon to 
accept of mercy. It would be in 
vain for me to tell you now, 
what I think passes in your 
heart while unregenerate—for I 
know by experience that we do 
not believe the word of God 
himself—how then should one 
of the weakest of his creatures 
presume to do, what the word 
of God, without the powerful 
influences of his blessed Spirit, 
cannot efiect.—Butto the mercy 
of God through Christ, I com- 
mend you—Christ’s merits alone 
must plead for you—he stands 
asa wall between an offended 
God, and offending man—and 
as a Shield, wards off impending 
danger, which it seems David 
hed in view when he said, “ Be- 
hold O Ged, our shield, and look 
upon the face of thine anomted. 
{tf David, a man after God’s own 
heart, despaired of being fit for 
God to look upon, when in the 
very act of the most fervent 
picus prayer, when he says “ my 
soul longeth, yea, even fainteth 
for the Courts of the Lord—my 
heart and my flesh crieth out 
for the living God ;” then sure- 
ly we, who have no such signal 
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blessings as he had, need to flee 
to Christ as our refuge and hid- 
ing place. May the Lord soon 
make you hear joy and gladiess, 
and create in you a clean 
heart, and renew a right frame 
of Spirit within you—then will 
vou say * Cast me not away 
from thy presence ; and take 
net thy Holy Spirit from me.” 
Ask of God to fit and prepare 
you, how, and when he pleases; 
wsk a meek and quiet Spirit ; be 
patient ; be contented to wait 
God's time. ** He that believeth 
shall not make haste,” are words 
i wanted somebody to explain to 
me last week. ‘The contemplation 
of this subject unfolds it, and 
now, lest you should faint by the 
way or be discouraged, let me 
transcribe some of the many 
precious promises there are re- 
corded in the word of God, “ A 
new heart also wiil I give you, 
and a new spirit will I put with- 


in you, and I will take away the 
stony heart out of vour flesh, 
and [ will give you an heart of 
Hesh, and I will put my Spirit 
withm you, and cause you to 
walk in my statutes, and ye shall 


keep my judgments and do 
them. Not for your sakes do 
I this, saith the Lord God ; be it 
known unto you, I the Lord 
have spoken it, and I will do it; 
yet saith the Lord, I] «7d be en- 
quired of to do it for them, and 
they shall Anow that I am the 
Lord.” 

I must leave you, with wish- 
ing you all that happiness which 
! trust God is now offering you. 
Quench not the Spirit which is 
commissioned to bring you glad 
tidings, 

1 am vour affectionate 
Aunt. 
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Revival of Religion in Wash- 
ington. | 


To tne Eprrors or Tar Con- 
NECTICUY EVANGELICAL Ma- 
GAZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 

ANT of health has hith- 

erto prevented any com- 
munication from me, respecting 
the late special work of God in 
this place. The same cause 
still requires me to be less par- 
ticular, in the details of that 
fwork, than, in other circum- 
stances, might have been desira- 
ble. Many things which, at the 
time, conspired to interest the 
heart, have now lost their im- 
pression. No more than a gen 
eral outline can be attempted: 
and this, consistently with our 
obligations to infinite mercy, 
cannot be withheld. Though 
this church has enjoyed a preach- 
ed gospel, with very little inter- 
ruption, since its formation, a 
period of 64 years, nothing that 
could properly be termed a re- 
vival of religion, had ever taken 
place, until the present. In the 
vacancy, immediatcly preceding 
my ordination, there was, in one 
partof the society, more than 
usual attention; and a number 
united with the church. In the 
three’succeeding years, including 
1799, twenty-three persons more 
were added. During the four 
next years, only ten persons 
made a public profession of re- 
ligion. Death and removals 
were rapidly thinning our num- 
bers ; and there was room for 
solemn apprehensien, that soon 
a solitary few would meet at the 
communion table ; and our Zion 
be left to mourn that by muiti- 
tudes, her “solemn feasts and 





| her sabbaths were forgotten.” — 
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Though this people have long 
been accustomed to a decent and 
full attendance on public wor- 
ship, and though as free, proba- 
bly, as almost any other, from 
open immoralities ; it ought to 
be acknowledged, with humility, 
that, at the period abovemention- 
ed, the influence of vital religion, 
amongst us, was externally low. 
Many hearts were locked up in 
impenetrable stupidity. Many 
families had no altar for God. 
Many parents seemed to behold 
their dear offspring going in the 
ways that lead to destruction, 
without uttering one warning, or 
offering one prayer, for their 
eternal salvation. Out of the 
church, was to be seen a general 
carelessness—2v it, a spirit of 
deep slumber: want of disci- 
pline; want of active, brotherly 
love ; want of Christian watch- 
fulness, faithfulness, prayerful- 
ness ; want of every thing al- 
most, but a cold, cold profession. 


My heart aches, at the remem- 
brance ; and trembles, under the 
apprehension that such a season 
may return. 

A glimmering hope of better 
things was enjoyed, for a short 


time, in the winter of 1801. A 
weekly church conference was 
attended regularly, about two 
months ; when it declined, till 
it entirely ceased. The same 
unpleasant result attended every 
similar undertaking, the winter 
following. After a few weeks, 
some otherobject engrossed the 
attention, and the conference 
was forgotten. At a_ leisure 
season, and on one of the finest 
evening's in the year, when it 
was to have been attended at my 
house, not an individual came. 
It seemed as though an offended 
God weve about to seal us up, 
under the holy rebuke, “ slee/ 
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on now and take your rest.’ 
That the only hope of self-de. 
stroying men is the sovereign 
mercy of God, I had long be- 
lieved, and often felt, in some 
measure, but had never so deepi- 
ly felt before. Means, however, 
were not to be neglected. For 
several years, previous to this, 
endeavors bad been used to in- 
terest the church in behalf of the 
rising generation. Early in the 
summer of 1802, special meet- 
ings were appointed for the 
youth: but not until the express 
approbation and support of the 
church had been engaged in 
favor of the object: as it was 
foreseen that without this, no 
permanent good would be effect- 
ed. These meetings were at- 
tended every other week, in the 
form of a theological school. At 
each meeting, a question, in the 
order of a system, was given : 
accompanied with an extempo- 
rary lecture; or with notice 
that a sermon would be adapted 
tothe subject, on the following 
sabbath. When the latter course 
was taken, an unusual attention 
was apparent in the youth, as 
well as in many others. At the 
mecting, succeeding that on 
which the question was given, 
the papers, that had been writ- 
ten by the youth, were received 
and read publicly. After a num- 
ber of practical, solemn remarks 
on the last question, another 
was given, in the same manner. 
From respect to the delicacy of 
the writers, their papers were 
received so as to leave the author 
of each one unknown to every 
other. With the same precau- 
tion, they were returned; hav- 
ing been reviewed at leisure, 
such corrections or remarks as 
were thought necessary, being 
made on them, in writing.— 
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These meetings, begun with 
faint expectations, succeeded to 
my joy and astonishment. They, 
in some degree, substituted 
solid improvement for the or- 
dinary levities of young people : 
they excited a relish for profit- 
able conversation, reading, and 
reflection : they furnished the 
mind with useful ideas, not only 
increased, but rendered the more 
permanent, by the labor of ac- 
quiring them : and what is most 
important of all, they opened an 
avenue for the solemn influence 
of truth, by a divine blessing, 
to reach the conscience and the 
heart. A respectable number 
usually attended on these occa- 
sions; and twelve or fifteen 
often wrote onthe same ques- 
tion. It was surprising to wit- 
ness the progress, madeby some 
of these, not only in correct 
writing, but in doctrinal know- 
ledge. For three successive 
summers, these pleasant and 
profitable meetings were con- 
tinued ; when it was the will of 
an holy God to suspend them, 
through my impaired health. 
To that will, I desire to bow 
submissively, while I feel this 
allotment as the severest trial of 
my life. 

Near the close of the summer 
1803, things began to wear a 
brighter aspect. Several persons 
became seriously impressed. At 
the request of six or eight breth- 
ren of the church, weekly con- 
ferences were revived. There 
was, henceforward, no more dif- 
ficulty to maintain them. Du- 
ring the winter, the operations 
ofthe divine Spirit were dis- 
cernible, in a part of the society. 
The church, which had appear- 
ed to languish, as with a wast- 
ing hectic, put on the aspect of 
returning health. Through the 

Vol. VII. No. 4. 


Revival of Religion in Washington. 





145 


next spring and summer, though 
thirteen had been added to 
Christ’s visible family, we were 
still betwixt hope and fear. God’s 
people /onged for a revival, ra- 
ther than exfected it. Scarcely 
did they dare to believe that so 
blessed a season was already be- 
gun ; and that the day had in- 
deed dawned, which was to 
succeed a night of more than 
60 years. In the autumn, the 
Sun of Righteousness arose up- 
on us, with healing and salva- 
tion in his wings. As in ano- 
ther “ valley of the son of Hin- 
nom,” there was a great shak- 
ing. Dry bones, animated by 
the breath of the Almighty, 
stood up, new-born believers. 
Numbers, like the smitten Saul, 
Were ready to say : “ Lord, what 
wilt thou have us to do ?” while 
the children of Zion, beheld, 
with overflowing hearts, and 
with thankful tongues acknowl- 
edged, “ This is the finger of 
God.” The work was stamped, 
conspicuously, with the impress 
of its Divine Author: and its 
joyful effects, evinced no other 
than the agency of omnipotence. 
Every sabbath exhibited the 
striking contrast betwixt atime 
of stupidity and a time of atten- 
tion, among a people. Many, 
who had frequented the sanc- 
tuary from custom, or curiosity, 
unmoved, by all that is joyful or 
alarming inthe gospel; whose 
attention had been more occu- 
pied with a new face, or a new 
fashion, than with the eternal in- 
terests of their own souls, were 
now in the attitude of anxious 
and solemn enquiries, listening 
to the instructions of the pulpit, 
At conferences, people collected 
as though awake, and in earnest, 
Even those, whom age and in- 
firmity —. well have excus- 
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ed, were often seen miles from 
home, at an evening meeting. 
On some of these occasions, the 
crowd which came together, re- 
minded one of the assembly at 
Capernaum, when, “ There was 
not room to receive them, no, 
not so much as about te doors.” 
Before the beginning of winter, 
ihe solemnity had extended, to 
almost every part of the place. 
So manifestly was it the work 
of God, that opposition, how- 
€ver it might have rankled in 
the bosoms of individuals, was 
awed into silence. Many old 
professors, amidst the majesty 
and glory of the scene, seemed 
unable to contain, and equally 
unable to express, the wonder 
and joy of their hearts. In them, 
slumber, at sach a season, could 
hardly have been less than the 
lethargy of death. Thursday 
lectures, principally preached 
by neighboring ministers, were 
attended for séveral months, 
with great solemnity and profit. 
A weekly prayer meeting was 
also set up; which is since de- 
voted to a special remembrance 
of the rising generation, the first 
week in every month. During 
a winter, unusually severe, no- 
thing could surpass the resolu- 
tion with which numbers attend- 
ed to be mstructed in the way 
of salvation. From the extrém- 
ity of the season, apprehensions 
were entertained for persons of 
delicate constitutions : but the 
people were seldom, or never 
more healthy. 

As the fruit of this precious 
and memorable season, fifty- 
four persons have been added to 
the church ; none of whom, 
blessed be God, have, in their 
subsequent conduct, been left to 
discredit their holy profession. 
In consequence of such an ac- 





cession, the situation of the 
church was thought to require 
that two new deacons shouid be 
chosen. This occasion, while 
it exhibited a prevailing, and 
very pleasing unanimity in the 
church, was rendered the more 
interesting, by a rare concur- 
rence of circumstances. ‘The 
vote of the brethren designated 
two young men to the office, 
twin-brothers, very exactly re- 
sembling each other, having 
joined the church together, 
about ten years before ; and 
having married sisters ; who 
are also now sisters in this 
church. 

It would be more important 
to delineate, particularly, the 


fnature and fruits of this work, 


did it not bear so sirong affinity, 
in these respects, to the revivals 
once and again described, here- 
tofore, in your Magazine. With- 
out an exception, its special 
subjects were calm, and violent 
in their exercises ; and em- 
braced that system of religious 
sentiments, commonly acknow- 
ledged and received in our 
churches. Before this awaken- 
ing, it was sometimes with dif- 
ficulty that we could sing a sa- 
cramental hymn. After so many 
dear and promising youth, and 
among these, so respectable a 
portion of the singers, had been 
called into the charch, our next 
communion left impressions in 
many bosoms, which can never, 
never be effaced. Cold must 
have been the heart, on that oc- 
casion, not to have felt what 
words cannot express. The 
recollection of these scenes ex- 
cite joy ; but joy mingled with 
pain. Alas, that any, who are 
perishing with a mortal disease, 
should slight so fair an oppor- 
tunity to find the great Physi 
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cian, and the healing-balm of 
the gospel ! That season of spe- 
cial mercy is past: we have 
too many, and too mournful 
evidences that it zs fast. At 
least a thousand precious im- 
mortal souls remain, whose situ- 
ation it becomes not a fallible, 
fellow creature to decide ; but 
who, at present, do not profess 
to have any solid grounds of 
hope, beyond the grave. Oh, that 
the Godof mercy may vouch- 
safe his gracious and powerful 
presence to this dear flock ; and 
that this time of solemn and 
sweet refreshing, may be but 
the spring of a more prosperous 
summer and a more glorious 
harvest ! 

From the commencement of 
this work, to its visible decline, 
was more than eighteen months. 
One thing, which it has impres- 
sed, more deeply than ever, on 
my mind, is the benefit of reli- 
gious conferences. These meet- 
ings, though frequent, seemed 
not at ail to interfere with ne- 
cessary, temporal employments. 
An increased industry could 
casily redeem the time, devoted 
to this purpose, from unprofit- 
able, or foolish pursuits. Such 
us have been the real and happy 
subjects of this work, and have 
so often met to pray, and praise, 
and convene, when they shall 
benumbered with the saints of 
the most High, in the glories 
ofhis everlasting kingdom, will 
doubtless remember, with trans- 
port, these small portions of 
time, big with eternal joy. In 
days like these, lowering with 
dark prospects, over the church, 
and over: the world, Christians, 
especially Christians who can 
meet in one half hour, most 
certainly, ought not to live like 
strangers. 
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The religious intruction of 
children and youth is another 
subject, theimportance of which, 
has been rendered more strik- 
ingly apparent in this revival.— 
Of the number, added to the 
church, about three fourths had 
sprung from professing parents. 
Before this season,as is mentioned 
above, more than ordinary at- 
tention had been paid to the 
rising generation. Beside the 
meetings of the young people, 
the church, as a church, had 
appointed a catechising com- 
mittee, to assist the pastor, in 
teaching the children. These 
catechisings have been since, 
regularly attended, during the 
summer season, between the 
services on every other sabbath ; 
the children being classed, ac- 
cording to their knowledge.* 

The period from twelve to 
twenty is eminently the learning, 
and the forming age. Perhaps 
no other equal period, so often 
determines the character for 
life, and the state for eternity — 

I 

* In the fall of the year there is an 
annual catechising, when every child, 
that has attended the stated catechis- 
ings, through the season, receives 
some religious tract, purchased with 
money drawn from the church treas- 
ury, and corresponding in value, with 
the child’s progress. The names of 
such as learn the catechism through, 
are alsoentered on the church records. 
This is designed, both as a direct 
excitement to the children, and as a 
document, which may be interesting, 
at future periods of this church. It 
is found that the catechisings of the 
church, of families, and of schools, 
mutually promoteeach other. From 
the register of the schools, in which 
is preserved their comparative im- 
provements, in the various branches 
of instruction, it appears that in six 
of our district schools, examined in 
the close of the last winter, the num- 
ber of children, that were able to 





repeat the Ascembly’s catechism 
through, was 191. 
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Still, this golden period is often 
spent, so as to be no better, or 
even worse, thana blank. Lit- 
tle is learned but what requires 
the labor of a life to unleara.— 
Ought not something to be done, 
or at least seriously attempted, 
for a reformation in this respect ‘ 
While infidelity is searching out 
every avenue, for infusing its 
deadly poison into the minds of 
the young, is it not matter of 
concern and surprise, that their 
religious instruction should not 
have had more share in the 
thoughts, the conversation, the 
prayers of God’s people? Do 
not the signs of the times sum- 
mon ministers and Christians 
generally, to exertions, more 
united, and more correspondent 
with an object of such acknow- 
ledged,andimmense importance? 
Surely it is no reason for Zion’s 
friends to count up discourage- 
ments and to fold their hands in 
sloth, surrounded as they are, 
with such alarming proofs, that 
Zion’s foes neither slumber nor 
sleep. Does not sin lie at the 
door of our churches? Is not 
one important end of infant 
baptism too much forgotten ? 
If itis a grand design of this 
ordinance “to draw the cares 
and prayers of the whole Chris- 
tian church, towards the rising 
generation, and their everlasting 
concerns ; to hold them up per- 
petually before our eyes, and to 
fix them habitually upon our 
hearts,” I apprehend that no 
subject of equal magnitude is so 
Jamentably neglected. 
Iam, 
Gentlemen, 
very respectfully 
yours, &c. 

EBENEZER PORTER. 
Washington, 
Aug. 11, feat 
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RS.Eunice Smith, the sub- 

ject of the following nar- 
rative, was the daughter of Mr. 
Gideon and Mrs. Sarah Hurd 
of Woodbury. She was born 
Nov. Ist, 1775, was married to 
Gideon Smith,jun. since deacon 
Smith of Salisbury, October 
28th, 1794; and died Nov. 2d, 
1805, aged 30 years and one 
day. 

Her last sickness was short 
and painful. She was seized 
with a fever highly putrid, and 
attended with most malignant 
symptoms, which, in a few days 
ended in her death. All who 
witnessed the melancholy, but 
yet joyful scene of her death, 
were uncommonly impressed, 
with the exercises of her mind, 
in anear view of eternity. Chris- 
tians standing around her were 
strengthened, and animated, in 
beholding the triumphs of grace 
over the king of terrors. Gain- 
sayers could not but be con- 
founded. And all appeared soli- 
citous, that their last end might 
be like her’s. 

Those who witnessed her de- 
parture, were so impressed with 
the circumstances attending it, 
that they have desired a_narra- 
tive of her experiences and 
death, might come to the public, 
hoping it may tend to awake the 
attention of the thoughtless sin- 
ner, and add some encourage- 
ment and support to Christians. 

Mrs. Smith, after having her 
attention called up toa sense of 
her state by nature, and of the 
importance of religion, and ex- 
periencing the work of convic- 
tion for sin in her heart fearfully 
entertained a hope that she was 
“ Born again,” and on Lords 
day, September the 8th, 1799, 
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professed her attachment to the 
religion of Jesus, by publicly 
uniting with his church. She 
was afterwards considered a 
modest, meek, humble Chris- 
tians And though there was 
nothing until, and immediately 
preceding her last sickness, very 
uncommon in her as a Chris- 
tian; yet she ever appeared to 
have the cause of Christ near 
her heart; and especially, if 
she heard any reproach or doubt 
his religion, she hada boldness 
and firmness in openly defend- 
ing and honoring it. 

In the summer before her 
death, she appeared more than 
usually engaged in religious 
duty, and lively and clear in 
her views of divine things. God 
uppeared to have been prepar- 
ing her for her last change. 
That grace, which, by his Spirit, 
itis hoped, was implanted in 
her soul, appeared, like leaven, 


to be leavening the whole lump. 


Being necessarily detained 
from public worship, she gave 
herself more than usual to read- 
ing the scriptures, and to medi- 
tation and prayer. And, after 
being left alone on the sabbath, 
she frequently spoke of the 
views she had had of divine 
things, and the comfort she had 
taken in her God. She was 
more forward in speaking of the 
experiences of her soul, and en- 
tered with more freedom and 
engagedness on religious con- 
versation. Tor some time be- 
fore her death, her mind was 
fully impressed with the great 
goodness of that Godin whom 
she lived and moved and had 
her being. These views led on 
to that calmness of mind, and 
that high enjoyment of religion, 
which, it will appear, she mani- 
fested in her last moments. 
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As she was seized very vio- 
lently, it appeared from the first, 
that she would not recover. She 
was fully sensible of this, and 
never expressed a desire to live. 
Her whole desire was to depart 
and be with Christ. Being ask- 
ed, “If she had no desire to 
‘ live and enjoy thesociety of her 
‘ friends, and help in bringing 
‘up her children for God ;” she 
said, “I hope I can forsake 
‘father and mother and chil- 
‘ dren and brothers and sisters, 
‘ yea and my own life also for 
‘the sake of Christ. After I 
‘am gone, my children will be 
‘in the hands of the same God 
‘ who has always protected them. 
I wish to have no will con- 
‘trary to God’s ; and if it is his 
‘ will I wish to die.” 

Being asked again, “ Have 
‘you no desire to get well?” 
After pausing a little, she said, 
“If I have any desire it isto 
‘die. If I should live, I should 
‘ be likely to dishonor the cause 
‘of Christ. If left to myself, 4 
‘certainly should. What is 
‘ there in this world worth living 
‘for? It now appears to me 
‘like an empty bubble.” 

When asked, “ Do you feel 
‘ yourself prepared to die ?” She 
answered, “Yes.” “ Do you have 
‘that clearness in your views, 
‘and that comfort which you 
‘have formerly had !” She 
answered, “I do; but I wish 
‘for more light, and greater 
‘ evidence.” Some time after 
this she said, “ She had the 
‘evidence which she desired, 
‘ and her faith was strengthen- 
‘ed. The time since I have 
‘ been sick, though my sickness 
‘ has been painful, has been the 
‘ happiest part of my life. Oh, if 
‘ people knew ofthe comforts of 
‘religion! if careless sinners 


‘ 





156 


* knew what I have experienced 
* since 1 have been sick, it ap- 
‘ pears to me. they could not be 
* stupid any longer.” 

When asked, “ How do you 
‘ feel about dying!” She said, 
“Tam _ willing.” Have you no 
fears ? “I do not know that I 
‘have any.” Are you not terri- 
fied, when you think of being 
dead, of being no more in this 
world, of your body being laid 
in the grave ? “ These things 
‘ do not terrify me. If my soul 
‘ is well, it is no matter what be- 
* comes of my body.” Are your 
feelings the same as formerly ? 
“ Yes, only livelier.” Does God 
appear lovely to you? “ Yes, 
‘ very lovely.” Doycu feel as 
if you could be happy with God, 
and in the holy worship and 
praise of him with angels and 
saints? “I think I desire this.” 
After a little pause, she said, 
“ The heart is deceitful above 
and desperately 


‘all things, 
© wicked, who can know it *” “I 
“do not know but I shall finally 
‘be found a hypocrite and be 
* cast off; but if I be, God will 
‘ be glorious and to be praised 


‘forever. Howis it possible I 
* should be deceived, when Jesus 
‘appears the chiefest among 
‘ten thousand and altogether 
‘lovely ? If Tor any are ever 
* saved, it will be all grace, 
‘grace from the bottom to the 
‘top stone. Oh, what a dis- 
* play of God’s grace in send- 
* ing his Son to save such a poor 
‘ wretched creature as I am.” 

One night, she said, it was 
not probable she should live to 
see the light of another morn- 
ing, and before she died, she 
wished to take leave of her 
friends. After talking on many 
things with her husband, she 
said, “ after I am gone, greater 
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* duty will devolve on you. Be 
‘faithful to the children.” 
“ Bring them up in the nurture 
* and admonition of the Lord.” 

To her mother by marriage, 
she said, “ We have lived to- 
* gether in friendship and peace. 
‘I must now leave you. Our 
‘ parting will be but fora short 
‘time. I hope we shall meet 
‘ again in the kingdom of heav- 
‘en.” She then took her by 
the hand, ard with a smile on 
her countenance bid her fare- 
wel. 

After thanking her father by 
marriage, under whose roof she 
had lived, for all his kindnesses, 
she said, “ you, my father, are a 
‘ very old man and infirm, and 
‘cannot live long. If you are 
‘ prepared, it matters but little 
‘ how soon you bid farewel.” 

To her little son, she said, 
“IT must die and leave you. 
‘You must be obedient to your 
‘ father and grand-parents. Read 
‘the bible ; and be often on 
‘ your knees in prayer to God. 
‘I hope God will give you a 
* new heart, and enable you to 
‘ pray in faith.” Shaking hands 
with him, very affectionately, 
she bade him farewel. This 
was truly an affecting scene. It 
was the only time in her sick- 
ness in which she wept. She 
afterwards said, “ It was her 
‘ greatest trial to part with her 
* jittle son.” 

Her other little children and 
friends she parted with much 
in the same way. 

To an intimate acquaintance 
and relation of hers she said, 
“We have lived together in all 
‘the vanity and thoughtlessness 
‘of youth. It has been the will 
‘ of Providence that we should 
‘be settled in life near each 





‘other. I must now be separa- 





1806.) 


‘ted from you by death.” She 
then pressed on her the im- 
portance of being prepared to 
follow her. 

A person came in, who was 
known to disbelieve the Chris- 
tian religion. She wished to 
converse with him ; and when 
he had come to her bedside, she 
said to him, “ Don’t you believe 
‘a person must be born again ?” 
He answered, “ Some say so.” 
She continued, “ But are not 
‘ all mankind by nature enemies 
‘to God ?” Ans. * Yes.” “ How 
‘then canthey be happy with 
‘him unless their natures are 
‘ changed ‘” When he, either to 
pacify her, or convinced in his 
mind of the truth, said, “ It is 
‘ all true.” She conversed with 
him very solemnly, and with 
much earnestness. You must 
die, she said, and “ Without 


‘holiness no one can see the 
‘Lord ;” and pressed on him 


the importance of immediate 
preparation for death; observ- 
ing that sucha bed of distress 
as she was op, was a poor place 
to prepare for eternity. 

The day before she died, she 
appeared to be raised above this 
world. She spent all the day in 
praising God. Several times, in 
the midst of distressing pains, 
and a burning fever, she would 
say, “ Grace, it is all grace.” 
Once, when she appeared to be 
ina sleep, she broke out in 
singing, 

“ Before the rosy dawn of day, 

“ To thee my God I'll sing,” 
and then awoke. When she 
appeared in extreme pain, one 
who stood by her said ina tone 
of pity, “ Oh, poor creature !” 
She said, “ Iam not poor. I 
* feel rich in faith.” 

At several times she appeared 
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to be dying. At one of these 

times looking calmly on those 

around her, she repeated with 

a smile, ' 

‘* Bless’d Jesus, what delicious fare, 

“ How sweet thy entertainments are ! 

“ Never did angels taste above, 

“« Redeeming grace, and dying love. 

“‘ Far from my thoughts, vain world, 
be gone, 

** et my religious hours alone : 

‘¢ Fain would my eyes, my Saviour 
see, 

‘“* T wait, a visit, Lord, from thee.” 


When she was _ interrupted 
with distress, she said, “ I hope 
* soon to be in Heaven, uniting 
‘with holy beings in praising 
* God where I shall have no in- 
* terruption.” 

She then repeated the 90th 
Psalm short metre, beginning 
thus,“ Lord whata feeble peice,” 
&c. and with particular em- 
phasis, the last verse, : 

‘“« They'll waft us sooner o’er, 

‘“« This life’s tempestuous sea ; 

‘© Soon we shall reach the peaceful 
shore 

“ OF blest eternity.” 


When she was at several times 
apparently dying, she seemed 
torejoice. She would often say, 
“ Why is his chariot so long 
‘in coming ?” At the same 
time she would beg for patience ; 
and intreat others to pray that 
she might not be left to mur- 
mur, but be enabled to honor the 
religion of Christ in her death. 

She said she did not wish to 
die, to get rid oc pain, but to be 
free from this body of sin, and 
to be with Christ. She never 
mentioned her pains but with 
willingness to bear them, say- 
ing, “ They are what I de- 
serve.” 

She frequently asked for pray- 
ers with her; but never desired 
prayers for her recovery, but 
that she might be conformed to 
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the will of God. When she 
was really dying, she was ask- 
ed, “Is all well with you? Are 
you dying in peace !” Unable to 
speak she nodded her head, and 
soon departed from this life. 
Reader, think of her, and 
Jearn that you must die. Have 
you a firm, robust constitution. 
and has health bloomed on your 
cheek, and activity marked your 
steps ? The person whose death 
you now read of, could have 
claimed these as well as you. 
Have you an infant offspring in 
your arms, or children around 
you looking to your hand for 
bread, and placing themselves 
under your protection, or aged 
parents looking to you to sup- 
port their declining years, and 
sweeten the last moments of 
life? Have you kind friends, 
whose ardent prayers are put up 
for your life, health and pros- 
perity ? The person, whose death 
and experiences are here rela- 
ted, had all these. But she is 
gone. And wher the moment 
registered in the book of divine 
decrees arrives, ho circumstance 
in life, no plea nor entreaty, 
will save you from death. Then 
shall the dust return to the 
earth as it was; and the spirit 
return unto God who gave it.” 
Should this relationever come 
to the knowledge of any, who 
are unprepared for death, let it 
come to them as an alarm from 
the death bed, and asa message 
from the grave. Though the 
subject of this relation shouid 
be dead, she yet speaketh. She 
hath left her testimony in favor 
of religion. and of the impor- 
tance of immediate preparation 
for death. ‘This is the silent, 
yet forcible language from the 
grave, “How can you walk on 
‘ the sides of the grave,every mo- 
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‘ment liable to take a vast leap 
‘from time into eternity ; how 
* can you think on your own sin- 
‘ ful state ; on meeting your God, 
* the great judge of quick and 
* dead ; or the blessedness of the 
‘heavenly world, and the aw- 
‘ful horrors of the damned ; 
and remain in your sins, with- 
‘out hope and without God in 
‘ the world ? Oh, prepare to meet 
‘ your God.” “ Watch, for you 
‘know not at what hour the 
‘ Lord will come.” 

What happiness must result 
from virtues like these in death, 
and how unlike any thing that 
can arise from the dry specu- 
lations of infidel philosophy ? In 
dark and awful annihilation, is 
the infidel’s hope. But the dy- 
ing Christian, is cheered, and 
animated, with hopes, and pros- 
pects, beyond the grave. Though 
sickness emaciate his frame, 
and death bring him down to 
the dust, and worms destroy his 
body ; yet he hopes through a 
crucified, arisen, and exalted 
Lord, one day, to awake to ever- 
lasting life, to see God as he is, 
and to feast on his fulness. This 
is truly an enviable situation. 
“ Let me die the death of the 
righteous and let my last end 
be like his.” 

Christian, are you in doubt, 
and despondency ? Does your 
heart fail you when you think of 
encountering death, of going to 
judgment, and existing in the 
spiritual and eternal world ? 
Are you ready to sink under the 
weightof sin which daily bur- 
dens you, andto cry out with 
David, “ I shall one day perish 
by the hand of Saul?” Be en- 
couraged. If you have ever 
given your heart to God, he will 
never forsake you. He will be 
near “ To lift up the hands that 
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hang down, and to strengthen 
the feeble knees.” As he has 
comforted others in death, and 
enabled them to contemplate on 
eternity with composure } and in 
the most needy and trying sea- 
sons, discovered to them his 
own glories ; so, if you are his, 
you may expect he will do unto 
you. * He that soweth in tears, 
‘shall reap in joy. Blessed are 
‘the dead which die in the Lord, 
‘from henceforth : yea saith the 
‘ Spirit, that they may rest from 
‘their labours ; and their works 
‘do follow them.” 


— 
From the Christian Observer. 
on 1 per. tv. 1 and 2. 

HE first and second verses 


of the fourth chapter of 
the First Epistle of Peter, have 


ever been considered as present- 


ing peculiar difficulties. The 
_ passage is this— Forasmuch 
then as Christ hath suffered for 
us inthe flesh, arm yourselves 
likewise with the same mind : 
for he that hath suffered in the 
flesh, hath ceased from sin ; 
that he no longer should live the 
rest of his time in the flesh to 
the lusts of men, but to the will 
of God.” The difficulty arises 
from the expression—* For he 
that hath suffered in the flesh 
hath ceased from sin,” to which 
no interpretation but one, evi- 
dently harsh, and therefore un- 
satisfactory, has, sofar as I have 
observed, been assigned. For 
the passage has usually been 
understood of the Christian who, 
by mortification, watchfulness, 
and self-denial, causes his flesh 
or corrupt nature to suffer, cru- 
cilying it continually with its 
Vol. VII. No. 4. 
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affections and lusts; and thus 
ceases from the deliberate and 
habitual practice of sin, that he 
may no longer live the rest of 
his time, &c. Every one must 
perceive the forced and unnatu- 
ral turn of the phrase under 
this view, however accurate and 
scriptural the doctrine may be, 
as it most assuredly is, which is 
thus elicited. A view of the 
passage, which to me is new 
and interesting, was suggested 
to me lately in a note of so well 
known a work as Kusterus de 
vero usu Verborum Mediorum. 
It occurs in the forty-fourth 
page ofthe edition of London, 
1793. Kuster is observing that 
verbs of a passive form have 
frequently a middle signification 
and mentions xsx]yebat, avlvyeye~ 
aPeat, &c. as examples; and 
the note to which I allude is 
subjoined in corrfirmation of the 
sentiment. The whole of it is 
this—“ "Ewvnrba: emisse dicunt 
Attici, Bos Animadv. p. 40. ta 
meorenbsiy aula savy bat, Qurncy, 
dictitans fiecunia s¢ acguisivisse 
hotestatem, accedendi ad ifisum. 
Philostrat, vii. 36. véxov éwne- 
nngizbas Tsun Tapa xarvpat, Cre- 
ontem edixisse moriuum cadaver, 
ne quis sefiulchro tegat. Softh. 
Antig. 27. sipyarbas radk, hec 
perpetrasse, Ibid. vy. 300. dev 
ékaieclov, #0 idsov ®emoinusat, Dente 
de corona, Hinc forte inteiligen- 
dus est locus, 1 Pet. iv. t.¢ 
wabar iv cugn) mimavlas amaglias, 
cessare vos fecit a peccatis. 
Anonym.” 

By the adoption of this hint 
the whole passage will assume 
a different form. “ He that 
hath suffered inthe flesh” will 
then refer to Christ instead of to 
the Christian, as on the usual 
exposition ; and, “ hath ceased 
from sin,” will then stand, “ hath 
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made or caused you to cease 
from sin.” The complexion of 
the verses under this alteration 
will best appear however by 
reading them entire. 

Xeise sv mabovles oreo nay ca2Ki, 
Hb ULES THY cu]ay ewvoicy OWATAT SE, 
oT! 6 maby ev rueKI, Wem a! apc 
e)bas Eg To penne |i avteanwy émibv- 
Mials, arrw Seanuct]s Sex ray Emirorn- 
ov fv Gagxy’ Bia rat yecvor. 

“ Furasmuch then as Christ 
hath suffered for us in the flesh, 
arm yourselves likewise with 
the same mind : for he that 
hath suffered in the flesh, (7. ¢. 
Christ,) hath caused you lo cease, 
or made you to cease, or deiiver- 
ed you, from sin; that you no 
longer should live the rest of 
your time in the flesh, to the 
lusts of men, but to the will of 
God.” For the use of the word 
xav#, inthe sense of causing to 
cease or desist, authorities suf- 
ficient occur even in Scapula. 
“ Tlavw, finem imftono, cessare 
facio seu desistere—refirimo, co- 
erceo, acdo 3 Cicitur et wauw ce 
tele fucio ut desistas ab hac re: 
ut apud Isocr.in Paneg., xznsivov 
tH vBecws Emaveay. Xen. Afomn. 
Lib. 1. ray wey yee LrAwy emibyuray 
Tes Cuevas tmave, ab aliis cupiidit- 
atitus revocavit.” The sense of 
the active voice being thus es- 
tablished, the authority of Kus- 
ter appears to warrant us to 
transfer that sense in the pre- 
sent case to the passive ; for it 
is well known that the preserva- 
tion of the accurate middle sig- 
nification is difficult to be traced 
at times in the purest Greck 
Writers, andis notto be looked 
for in these of an inferior peri- 
od. I mention this because it 
is for the use of the passive 
voice in a middle sense, more 
than in a directly active one 
that Kuster contends. But if the 


On 1 Pet. i. ¥, 2. 
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matter were to be pushed even 
on this ground, if it would not 
be too great a refinement, we 
might observe, that as the Re- 
deemer “ purifies unto himself'a 
peculiar people zealous of good 
works,” so some similar subor- 
dinate idea may be here under- 
stood, sufficient for the confirm- 
ation of the proposed improve- 
ment. Jesus Christ causes the 
believer to desist from sin jor 
himself, for the accomplishment 
of the design of his sufferings, 
and the advancement of his glory 
and grace. But I the less urge 
this, because it appears to me 
unnecessary te my cause. If 
we may then consider xémavJax 
auaelias as rightly rendered by, 
“he hath caused, enabled, or 
disposed you to desist, or cease, 
from the practice of sin,” there 
appear no other difficulties in 
the text that require more than 
a mere observation. For no one 
can doubt that ¢ walay tv caupx| 
may fairly be referred to Jesus 
Christ, who remembers that 
they are the very words predi- 
cated of him in the former mem- 
ber of the passage, Xgiss sv waf- 
ovlos umee nudv caex,. ‘The alter- 
ation alco of “ he” and “ his,” 
in the second verse of our pre- 
sent translation, into “ you” and 
“your,” can only distress the 
English: reader, till he is inform- 
ed that the Greek construction 
is indifferent to either rendering 
£6 To pennt t,—Biacws. 


I propose, however, these re- 
marks with some diffidence, as 
the subject of criticism in gene- 
ral, and especially where the 
sacred Scriptures are concerned, 
is peculiarly delicate, and, as I 
am fully aware, that interpreta- 
tions of words, contrary to the © 
ordinary use of a language, 
should be admitted only witlk 
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extreme caution, and never ex- 
cept in cases, as I think the 
present one to be, where gram- 
matical authorities on the one 
hand, and the insufficiency of 
the existing ‘ranslation on the oth- 
er, Call for the interference.” 

D. W, 


— + oo 
Irom the Christian Observer. 


THE complaints which are 
made against the Bible 
have been frequently proved to 
be absurd and false. And it is 
always true, that it is the dispo- 
sition of the objector, not the 
Word of God itself, which is 
worthy of censure. 
No text, perhaps, in the whole 
Bible, has been more frequently 


which says, Matthew vii. 7. 
“ Ask, and it. shall be given 
you.” They argue that it is 
not true, because all prayers are 
not answered. But they should 
remember, that on this point, as 
well as on all others, certain 


conditions are required, without | 


which God will not perform his 
promise. 

It will be my object to shew 
what things are necessary in 
the person praying, in order to 
his receiving the blessings which 
he desires. As this subject re- 


_ * Itmay not be improper to notice 
in this place, for the conveniency of 
comparison, the interpretation given 
of the above passage of Scripture by 
both Beausobre and L’Enfant. “ Puis 
done que Jesus Christ a soulffert pour 
nous quant ala chair, de votre cote 
armez vous de cette pensee, que celui 
quiest mort ala chaire a renoncee 
au peche en sorte que Gesormais pen- 
dant tout le cours de sa vie mortelle, 
i! vive non selon les passions hu- 
maines, mais selon ta volonte de 
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quires a larger field of disquisi- 

tion than the narrow limits of a 

paper will admit, it may not be 

amiss to divide it into two parcs, 

the first of which relates to the 

manner ; the second to the mat- 

ter of his prayer. 

With respect then to the man- 

ner, he must pray with a “ively 

faith, with a fervent desire, with 

fratience and fierseverance, with 

humility and lowliness. 

1. Alively faith in the good- 

ness of God, and a belief that 

he is able and willing to grant 

our requests, is the first thing 

necessary. Itis evident, that we 

cannot with sincerity pray for 

blessings from God, unless we 

believe that he is all-powerful 

and all-gracious. Without this 

belief our prayers, so far from 

being a proof of real devotion 

and sanctity, would only be an 

indication of a mind deeply tinc- 

tured with superstition. But 

the faithless supplicator at the 

throne of grace is not only guilty 

of absurdity, but even of rebel- 

lion against his Maker. For 

faith is one of those qualifica- 
tions which are absolutely re- 
quired in prayer. Our Saviour’s 
words upon this subject are as 
plain as possible. Matthew xxi. 
22. “ All things,” says he, 
whatsoever ye shall ask in pray- 
er, believing, ye shall receive.” 
And we are told by an inspired 
Apostle that he who prays with- 
out faith must not expect to 
“ receive any thing of the 
Lord.” James i. 7- Faith is 
demanded by the Almighty asa 
proof of obedience : and we can 
never suppose, that he would so 
far encourage disobedience, as 
to reward those who openly and 
deliberately violate his com- 
mands, at the very time when 
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jesty in prayer, and beseech 
him to shower down his bles- 
sings upon them. 

2. It is also necessary that we 
pray with a fervent desire for 
the blessings which we request. 
Indifference is improper and in- 
jurious even in the common af- 
fairs of life, but lukewarmness 
in Religion is a most heinous 
sin against God. Ifitis a mat- 
ter of little concern to us, wheth- 
er or not our prayers are ans- 
wered ; if we do not feel that 
we stand in real need of the 
blessings for which we pray ; 
we shall surely not be likely to 
offer up our devotions with that 
earnestness, without which they 
cannot prove acceptable to the 
Almighty. 

3. Wemust also pray with fia- 
tience and frerseverance. What- 
ever may be thought of frequent 
repetition on other occasions, we 
may be sure that it is not an 
abuse or waste of words in 
prayer. We must not expect 
to receive every blessing as soon 
as our prayer is uttered, but we 
must continue daily to pray for 
it till we receive it. It was not 
until the woman of Canaan had 
repeatedly uttered the same de- 
sire, that our Lord granted her 
requests, And we find the same 
gracious Saviour making the 
following application of his par- 
able of the injured widow, and 
the unjust judge, who would 
not have done justice to her, had 
he not been wearied by her im- 
portunity. “ Shall not God 
avenge his own elect which cry 
day and night unto him, though 
he bear long with them ?” Luke 
xviii. 7. After this declaration 
need we fear that our prayers 
will be forgotten by God, if we 
persevere in asking of him those 
things which he knows in his 





infinite goodness to be proper 
for us? 

4. We must likewise pray 
with humility and lowliness. Pride 
is, on all occasions, highly ab- 
surd as well as sinful : but we 
should be more sensible than 
ever of ourown impotence, and of 
course more humble, when we 
find ourselves unable to procure 
any good gift without the assist- 
ance of the Almighty. It would 
be needless and endless to cite 
passages from the New Testa- 
ment, which condemn pride in 
the most unequivocal terms. 
Let it suffice to remind the man, 
who, in the very act of devotion, 
encourages a haughty spirit of 
the declaration of our Lord, that 
the Publican, who put up the 
short but humble prayer, “ God 
be merciful to me a sinner,” 
went to his house justified rather 
than the self-righteous Pha- 
risee : and let him also remem- 
ber the concluding remark of 
our Lord on this occasion : “ For 
every one that exalteth himself 
shall be abased, and he that 
humbleth himself shall be exalt- 
ed.” Luke xviii. 14. Prayer then, 
as far as regards the manner, 
must be offered up with a lively 
faith in God’s mercy through 
Christ, with a sense of our weak- 
ness and misery without his 
grace, with a patient depend- 
ence that he will vouchsafe to 
answer our prayers as far as 
they are for our own good and 
his glory, and, lastly, with the 
most humiliating notions of our 
depravity and unworthiness. 

lam, &c. R. K. E. 
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HAVE heretofore written to 
you on the importance of 
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temporal concerns, I am now 
about to write you on a subject, 
compared with which, those I 
have mentioned are trifles and 
without importance. The sub- 
jectis one which has not been 
thought beneath the notice of 
men, of angels and of Cod.— 
This subject is the destruction 
of triling and sinful propensi- 
tiesin the hearts of men; the 
restoration of a holy principle to 
the soul, and the translation of 
the sinner from a state of sin 
and spiritual death, to a state of 
holiness, righteousness and spi- 
ritual life, through the merits 
and intercession of a crucified 
Saviour. All mankind, my dear 
M—.,by practically consenting to 
the disobedience of our first pa- 
rents, and by innumerable actual 
transgressions have brought up- 
on themselves the righteous 
penalty of God’s holy Jaw ; and 
in consequence of that, without 
an interest in Christ, must for 
ever perish. He by his suffer- 
ing on the earth laid a founda- 
tion for all sinners to be saved 
who will come unto him by 
repentance of sins, and by an 
acceptance of him, as abund- 
antly willing and sufficient to 
save them, and after all their 
praycrs, tears and sorrows by 
giving all the glory, if they are 
saved, to him who died for 
them. 

You well know, dear M. that 
youare a sinner of the descrip- 
tion that I have mentioned, and 
that God alone is able to save, 
and that he will not save you, 
unless you repent and are hear- 
tily sorry for your sins. You 
likewise know that youth is infi- 
nitely the best time to prepare 
for eternity. Do not imagine 
(as many have done, and by 
that means, have no doubt gone 





down to the regions of sorrow 
and despair) that by embracing 
religion, you at once shut your- 
self out from all the pleasures 
and enjoyments naturally and 
exclusively attached to youth ; 
for let me tell you, my dear, no- 
thing was ever so false and erro- 
neous. I ask, who are the best 
judges of their happiness? Are 
not they who have been in both 
situations ? If solet metell you 
that I have heard religious youth 
say, of themselves, I can say 
since I have maintained a hope 
of myself, I have enjoyed more 
happiness from religion than I 
ever did from any worldly thing, 
and not only so, every innocent 
amusement (and others you 
would not wish to enjoy) has 
been sweetened by religion. 

The pleasure of such amuse- 
ments is by no means lessened, 
and the happiness which is de- 
rived from the contemplation of 
God and a happy future state is 
great and lasting. But the plea- 
sure to be received from the 
company and conversation of re- 
ligious friends, on religious sub- 
jects is beyond all comparison 
superior to that which any one 
can receive from the company 
of one of adifferent character. 
But what avails all this, when 
compared with the great object 
in view ! 

This life is of short dura- 
tion ; every hour and every day 
you live, youareone hour or one 
day nearer death and so much 
nearer the final judgment. A 
vast proportion of those that are 
ever saved, are converted when 
young ; and of those who pass 
the time of youth without reli- 
gion, there is great danger that 
in the future world most of them 
will lift up their eyes being in 
torment. Ifyou pass over this 
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warning in the providence of 
God, there is great danger that 
you will finally be lost for ever. 
You have had a surprising and 
wonderful deliverance from your 
sickness. Let me ask you (and 
I beseech you through the mer- 
cy of God to ask yourself the 
question with solemnity) where 
would you have been now, had 
God in that sickness taken you 
out of the world ? Was you pre- 
pared to die? Let me tell you 
that nothing but achangeofheart 
willbe sufficient. While over 
your sick bed I often thought 
that you were soon to sink 
i .o the eternal world. Oh, I 
rembie to think what a sentence 
vou would have received from 
your judge. You have now lear- 
ned that a sick bed is a bad time 
to prepare for death. Although 
I loved you as much as a bro- 
ther could love a sister, and 
sorrowed to part with you as 
much, yet apprehensions about 
your future condition were the 
greatest of my concerns; though 
I-loved your body, I loved your 
soul more ; though I sorrowed 
to part with you here, yet I sor- 
rowed more to part with you for 
eternity. Believing, as I cannot 
but believe, that you was unpre- 
pared to die, 1 praise my God 
that he did not take you hence. 
This ought to be a subject of 
endless praise to God with you. 
Begin now, if you have not al- 
ready begun, to make religion 
the business of your life. Now 
pray to God, and praise him. If 
you wish to enquire what shall 
Ido to be saved, apply to the 
scriptures. Your parents willdi- 
rect you. I beseech you that 
when I return I may not only 
have in youa sister, but a reli- 
gious friend. From your sin- 
cere Brother. W. 
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From the Christian Observer. 


on 1 TIM. vi. 10. 


F the following remarks are 

thought to be deserving a 
place in the Christian Observer, 
the insertion of them in that 
valuable publication will oblige 
the writer. 

There are few subjects on 
which pious Christians and learn- 
ed critics are so much agreed, 
as in acknowledging the supe- 
riority of our present authorized 
version of the scriptures, to 
every other attempt which has 
been made to translate them in- 
to the English language. But, 
notwithstanding this concurrence 
of sentiment, there are perhaps 
none who consider the subject 
closely, that do not find particu- 
lar passages in our translation, 
which they think might be im- 
proved by a different rendering. 

There is one passage which 
has often appeared to me to re- 
quire correction, especially as it 
asserts what I apprehend can- 
not, according to the common 
acceptation of the words, be sup- 
ported, either as a universal or 
ageneral truth. The passage 
to which I allude, is inthe Ist 
Epistle to Timothy, vi. 10. where 
the apostle is made to say, “ the 
‘ love of money is the root of all 
‘evil.’ Lam aware, that itisa 
frequent practice to express 
what is general by words of uni- 
versal import ; but this, as is 
already intimated, does not ap- 
pear to applv to the present case: 
for it will, Leuppose, be gene- 
rally allowed, that pride and its 
various consequences, as they 
effect both public and private 
life, are productive of more evil 
and misery than avarice : and 
when to these we add the evils 
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which result from the inordinate 
indulgence of various other pas- 
sions of the human mind, it is 
dificult to conceive, that the 
apostle intended to say what his 
translators make him say; and 
which I think a close examina- 
tion of the original will not be 
found to require. His words are, 
“Pile yup Tavtay TeV xanwv errs 
y piragyvere ;” literally, “ the 
love of monev is the root of all 
the evils.” Now a question 
arises, What evils? Are we ne- 
cessurily to suppose, that the 
apostle meant all the evils in 
the world ? or isit not a more 
natural and proper construction 
ofthe words, to suppose, that he 
meant the evils which he had 
just enumerated ; for this ex- 
pression immediately follows 
these words :. They that will 
be rich fall into temptation and 
a snare, and into many foolish 
and hurtful lusts, which drown 
men in destruction and perdi- 
tion :” then he adds, * for the 
‘love of money is the root of all 
the (or these evils.””) Had our 
translators used as much liberty 
in this case, as they have done 
in others, they might have fixed 
the sense by the use of the word 
these, and making evil plural, 
as itis in the Greek, so as to 





have rendered the apostle’s ex- 
pression free from that difficulty 
which now attends it. There is 
a parallel case in Mark iv. 11, 
where the same Greek article, 
though in a different case, is 
used; and the translators, to 
render the sense perspicuous, 
have used the word ‘hese, which 
they put in italics, to show that 
it is not strictly consistent with 
the original. 

I submit this criticism to the 
consideration of the readers of 
the Christian Observer ; and it 
is done with the greater diffi- 
dence, as no translator er com- 
mentator that I have consulted, 
gives the words of the apostle 
the meaning which I have at- 
tached to them. I donot, how- 
ever, claim the originality of the 
criticism, it having been com- 
municated to me many years 
ago by a learned friend. 

It is possible to give an expli- 
cation of this passage, which 
may in a great measure justify 
the sense of our translators ; but 
if what is here offered be, as ft 
apprehend it is, justifiable on 
the principles of sound criticism, 
it makes the sense so easy and 
perspicuous, as to render expli- 
cation unnecessary. 

H. T. 
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Further Accounts of the Sales and Profits of the Connecticut 


Evangelical Magazine. 


Balance due from Subscribers to Hudson & Good- 


win, for the first four volumes and first half of the 


fifth volume, as per statement May !4, 1895. 
Deduct, error in the above Balance, - - ° i. 


Balance, - e . 
. Since paid by Subscribers, 


Due from Subscribers to Hudson & Goodwin on 
the first four volumes and first half of fifth volume, 


$ 1390. 74 


. 1389, 74@ 


- - 672. 97 


‘ 716. 77 
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The sum of 672 dollars and 97 Cents mentioned above as paid 
by Subscribers to Hudson & Goodwin, was paid by them Septem- 
ber 4th, 1806,to Rev. Abel Flint, appointed by the Trustees of 
the Missionary Society of Connecticut to receive the same, and by 
him paid to Treasurer of the Society, as appears by the Treasur- 
er’s receipt as follows : 


NO. 1864. Fartford, Schtember 4. 1806. 

Received from Rev. Abel Flint six hundred and seventy two 
Dollars 97 Cents, being avails of Connecticut Evangelical Maga- 
zine, from Hudson and Goodwin, for which I am accountable as 
Treasurer to the Missionary Society, having given a duplicate of 
this receipt therefor. A. KINGSBURY. 


Whole amount of Money received by the Treasurer of the 
Missionary Society of Connecticut, as avails of the Connecticut 
Evangelical Magazine $ 7353 and 29 Cents. 


Missionary Society of Connecticut. 


AT the stated Meeting of the Trustees of the Missionary Soci- 
ety of Connecticut, September 3, 1806. The Honorable John 
Treadweli was elected Chairman and the Rev. Abel Flint, Secre- 
tary of the Board of Trustees for the year ensuing. At the same 
time the following Committees were chosen for the year. 

Committee of Accounts. Hon. Jonathan Brace and Rev. 
Messrs. Nathan Perkins and Abel Flint. 

Committee of Missions. Hon. Jonathan Brace, and Rev. Mess. 
Cyprian Strong, Elijah Parsons, Nathan Perkins, Samuel Nott, 
and Abel Flint. 

Fund Committee, to superintend the Funds of the Society. 
Hon. John Treadwell,Hon. Roger Newberry, Hon. Jonathan Brace, 
and Andrew Kingsbury Esqrs. 


Book Committce, Hon. Jonathan Brace, and Rev. Messrs. 
Nathan Perkins and Abel Flint. 


The Rev. Nathan Strong resigned his office as a Trustee, and 
the Rev. Samuel J. Mills was elected in his place. 
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Donations to the Missionary Society of Connccticut. 
Sept. 1. A Ladyfrom Windham, - - - - - - $ 
4. Trustees of Missionary Society ef Connect- 
icut being avails of Magazines, 
15. Collected in New settlements by Rev. Cal- 
vin Ingals, 
17. Deacon Aaron Moses, Canton, - 
A Female Friend of Missions, - 





